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Re: Closure of Shelter and Safe Parking at 742 Grayson —
Implications for Berkeley

completely exit Grayson by September 30 with everyone having a new inside location to
reside.

Because referrals to Horizon have ceased, and we have not repopulated the
existing shelters, the Homeless Response Team’s ability to close encampments
will be seriously constrained. All 27 rooms at the Berkeley Inn will be occupied
initially by moves from Grayson, and the remainder of the City’s shelter system is still
operating at reduced capacity due to COVID. Other shelter beds generally see less
demand among those in encampments than the beds at Horizon, meaning that closing
encampments in the future is more likely to result in re-encampment elsewhere, rather
than move-ins to shelter.

Safe Parking and Respite Kickstart (SPARK) Safe Parking Program

Next door to Horizon, on the same parcel, Dorothy Day also operates the SPARK safe
RV parking program, which has 40 parking slips for RVs (currently 35 are being
utilized). Staff have scoured the city for alternate destinations to continue this program,
but nothing has materialized, nor will it be possible to pursue and secure a parking lot
for this use by September 30. Moreover, staff's experience (as corroborated by the
attached recent UCSF Study on RV dwellers in Oakland, as well as a survey conducted
with SPARK program participants) is that people living in RVs are unlikely to leave their
vehicle for anything other than permanently subsidized housing. Therefore,
Neighborhood Services, HHCS, Dorothy Day House, and the City Attorney’s Office will
soon begin partnering to close the program, under the assumption that nearly everyone
will be returning with their vehicles to on-street destinations. For those vehicles that are
non-operational (meaning they were towed onto the Grayson lot), staff’'s current plan is
for the City to facilitate a tow of the vehicle back to an on-street destination of the
vehicle owner’s choosing. The City will neither endorse nor condemn any particular
location, but will advise vehicle owners as to the traffic and parking restrictions to which
every vehicle in the city is subject. Without having an off-street lot to facilitate referrals,
enforcement against RVs in the City moving forward will largely be limited to the
issuance of parking citations. For those vehicles for whom a citation alone does not
encourage relocation, further enforcement options (such as towing) will be limited by
legal constraints, City staffing and equipment capacity, and the ability / willingness of
tow companies to impound oversized vehicles (many cannot or choose not to
accommodate RVs given limited lot space and cost of disposal). Neighborhood
Services will continue to work closely with BPD and the City Attorney’s Office to
determine all options moving forward.

Storage for the Berkeley Community Resource Center Clothes Closet

Finally, Dorothy Day House uses some of the large warehouse space at Grayson for
clothing and other donated materials storage that are given away at the Berkeley
Community Resource Center’s Clothes Closet, operated in the basement of the
Veterans Building on Center Street. The Veterans Building does not have adequate
storage to accommodate this large amount of donated materials worth (estimated)
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several thousand dollars. Dorothy Day House recently toured a vacant City property at
the Telegraph Channing Mall (2435 Channing Way) and has expressed interest in
leasing this space from the City in order to accommodate the belongings and also
operate a second Clothes Closet location; the Clothes Closet, per Dorothy Day
leadership, has outgrown its current location in the Vets Building. The Telegraph
Channing Mall property in question is zoned Commercial — CT and staff have confirmed
that a Clothes Closet or other retail-oriented program would be permissible with a
Zoning Certificate. Staff will prepare a License Agreement for the Council’s
consideration in the coming months. -

Attachment: UCSF Study: The Long Road Home: Housing and Service Needs of People who
inhabit Oversized Vehicles in Oakland’s Public Parking
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