
Kate Harrison
Vice Mayor, District 4

CONSENT CALENDAR
May 10, 2022

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council Councilmember 

From: Vice Mayor Harrison, Councilmember Bartlett

Subject: Dwight Way Traffic Calming Budget Referral

RECOMMENDATION
Refer a one-time allocation of $50,000 to the June budget process for traffic calming 
intersection improvements on Dwight Way between Grant Street and California Street.

CURRENT SITUATION, EFFECTS, AND RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
With the City Council’s adoption of Vision Zero goals in March 2018, Berkeley 
embarked on a mission to eliminate all traffic deaths and severe injuries by the year 
2028.1 Along with the Pedestrian Plan and the Bicycle Plan, the Vision Zero Action Plan 
outlines a broad path to accomplish this ambitious goal as well as specific infrastructural 
recommendations to make Berkeley’s streets safer for all who use them. Despite the 
ambitious goals set by Vision Zero and the recent progress of improvements to 
infrastructure, motorists continue to strike pedestrians and cyclists at an alarming rate. 

BACKGROUND
Berkeley Residents have identified the section of Dwight Way between Grant Street 
and California Street as an area of particular concern where drivers have routinely failed 
to adhere to posted speed limits creating an unsafe environment for pedestrians. 
Improvements at Dwight and California – including pedestrian bulb-outs, relocated 
crosswalks and a center median that serves to slow traffic and provide a safe stopping 
point for bicyclists and pedestrians have already made that intersection safer.  
However, there are 9 blocks on Dwight between Sacramento and Martin Luther King 
Boulevard and only California has enjoyed these improvements. Between 2016 and 
2021 there were 13 motor vehicle collisions on Dwight between Grant and California, 
of which 8 occurred at the intersection between Dwight Way and Grant Street.   
Residents of the neighborhood have gathered signatures for a Neighborhood Request 

1 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Public_Works/Level_3_-
_Transportation/Berkeley_Vision_Zero_Action_Plan_Approved_03102020.pdf
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for Traffic Calming Study which was submitted to the City of Berkeley’s Public Works 
Department in December 2021. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
$50,000 for design and materials for treatments such as bulb-outs, center medians, 
rectangular flashing beacons or other intersection improvement treatments 
recommended by the City of Berkeley Public Works Department.  

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
By making intersections safer for bicyclists and pedestrians, we incentivize use of 
carbon-neutral modes of transportation. The City estimates that transportation-related 
emissions accounts for approximately 60% of our community’s total annual 
greenhouse gas emissions.2 By encouraging alternatives to car transportation by 
making pedestrian and cyclist infrastructure safer and more accessible, these 
improvements stand to lower the emissions from our community’s dominant source of 
carbon emissions.

CONTACT PERSON
Vice Mayor Kate Harrison, Council District 4, 510-981-7140

ATTACHMENTS:
1: Neighborhood Request for Traffic Calming Study
2. Collision Statistics for Dwight Way

2 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2018/12_Dec/Documents/2018-12- 
06_WS_Item_01_Climate_Action_Plan_Update_pdf.aspx
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3/17/2022

Page 1Traffic Collision History Report

Midblock Collisions

Arterial: DWIGHT WAY

Date Range Reported: 7/1/2016 - 6/30/2021

Date

Time

Report No. Type of Collision
Motor Veh.

Involved With
DOT1 DOT2 PCF

Limit 1: CALIFORNIA ST

Limit 2: GRANT ST

MPC 1 MPC 2

City of Berkeley

#

Inj

#

KldDist/Dir Location

Total Number of Collisions: 13

11/18/16

16:41

Auto R/W ViolationBroadside Other Motor 
Vehicle

1 0East WestMaking Left Turn Proceeding 
Straight

0'

In Int.

Dwight Way/Mcgee Ave8293014

4/21/17

8:02

Traffic Signals and 
Signs

Broadside Bicycle 1 0North EastProceeding 
Straight

Proceeding 
Straight

0'

In Int.

Dwight Way/California St8398225

5/17/17

13:00

Improper TurningSideswipe Parked Motor 
Vehicle

0 0East EastProceeding 
Straight

Parked60'

West of 

Dwight Way/Grant St8446878

9/26/17

7:42

Auto R/W ViolationBroadside Bicycle 1 0North WestProceeding 
Straight

Proceeding 
Straight

0'

In Int.

Dwight Way/California St8501081

11/6/17

15:48

Traffic Signals and 
Signs

Broadside Bicycle 1 0East EastProceeding 
Straight

Proceeding 
Straight

0'

In Int.

Dwight Way/Grant St8543119

11/27/17

17:45

Ped R/W ViolationSideswipe Pedestrian 1 0East Not 
Stated

Proceeding 
Straight

Proceeding 
Straight

3'

East of 

Dwight Way/Grant St8543059

3/16/18

16:41

Auto R/W ViolationBroadside Motor Vehicle on 
Other Roadway

1 0East Not 
Stated

Proceeding 
Straight

Proceeding 
Straight

0'

In Int.

Dwight Way/Grant St8647226

3/19/18

11:38

Traffic Signals and 
Signs

Broadside Other Motor 
Vehicle

0 0South EastProceeding 
Straight

Proceeding 
Straight

0'

In Int.

Dwight Way/Grant St8653976

1/6/19

10:00

Unsafe SpeedRear-End Other Motor 
Vehicle

1 0West WestSlowing/Stopping Stopped in Road0'

In Int.

Dwight Way/Grant St8841694

2/14/19

12:30

Auto R/W ViolationBroadside Other Motor 
Vehicle

1 0North WestProceeding 
Straight

Proceeding 
Straight

0'

In Int.

Dwight Way/California St8835210
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Page 2Traffic Collision History Report

Midblock Collisions

Arterial: DWIGHT WAY

Date Range Reported: 7/1/2016 - 6/30/2021

Date

Time

Report No. Type of Collision
Motor Veh.

Involved With
DOT1 DOT2 PCF

Limit 1: CALIFORNIA ST

Limit 2: GRANT ST

MPC 1 MPC 2

City of Berkeley

#

Inj

#

KldDist/Dir Location

Total Number of Collisions: 13

5/7/19

8:45

Traffic Signals and 
Signs

Broadside Other Motor 
Vehicle

0 0North WestProceeding 
Straight

Proceeding 
Straight

0'

In Int.

Dwight Way/Grant St8909488

12/7/20

19:28

Auto R/W ViolationBroadside Other Motor 
Vehicle

0 0West SouthProceeding 
Straight

Proceeding 
Straight

0'

In Int.

Grant St/Dwight Way9218807

3/2/21

16:01

Unsafe SpeedRear-End Other Motor 
Vehicle

4 0East EastProceeding 
Straight

Stopped in Road0'

In Int.

Dwight Way/Grant St9254723
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Page 3Traffic Collision History Report

Midblock Collisions

Arterial: DWIGHT WAY

Date Range Reported: 7/1/2016 - 6/30/2021

Date

Time

Report No. Type of Collision
Motor Veh.

Involved With
DOT1 DOT2 PCF

Limit 1: CALIFORNIA ST

Limit 2: GRANT ST

MPC 1 MPC 2

City of Berkeley

#

Inj

#

KldDist/Dir Location

Total Number of Collisions: 13

Total Number of Collisions: 13 Segment Length:  0.25 miles (1,296')

Settings Used For Query

Parameter Setting

Limit 1 Include Intersection Related

Limit 2 Include Intersection Related

Intermediate Intersections Include Intersection Related

Sorted By 'Date and Time'
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