
 Commission on Disability 

AGENDA 
Special Meeting 

North Berkeley Senior Center           Wednesday 

Workshop B                      11/2/2016   

1901 Hearst Ave. (at MLK)                          6:30 PM 

Berkeley, CA 94709 

 

The Commission may take a break at approximately 8:00 pm. 

A.  PRELIMINARY BUSINESS 
1) Call to Order by Chair Singer 
2) Roll Call by Secretary 
3) Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda. (Up to 3 minutes per speaker) 
4) Approval the Draft Action Minutes of September 21 and October 5, 2016 meeting*. 
5) Approval and Order of Agenda  
6) Update by Administration/Staff 

7) Announcements 
 

B.  DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS    

* Written material included in packet 

** Written material to be delivered at meeting 

 *** Written material previously mailed 

The public may speak at the beginning of any item. (Comments may be limited to 3 minutes 

per speaker) 

1. Universal Design/Visitability in Berkeley***- Change in City council item 
template –Commissioner Singer Council item to add accessibility to the 
submission template follow up.  
 

2. Universal Design/Visitability in Berkeley- council item on automatic door 
openers for residential multi-unit buildings and other residential access. Alameda 
ordinance.  

 
3. Portable Sign Pilot Program and other sidewalk obstacles 

Commissioner Weiss/staff update-review transportation commission report. 

 

4. Center Street Garage Parking update 

Staff/Commissioner Weiss/Walsh 

 

5. Bikes on sidewalks/signage***---council item- 

Commissioner Graham/Singer 
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6. City of Berkeley access services office update status, hiring- missed 

opportunity for commission input- 

Staff /Murray 

 

7. Service Animals Welcome –information for businesses to go out with business 

license renewals  

Weiss/Staff 

8. Reasonable accommodation for COD   

Commissioner Weiss 

 

9. Commission Meeting Schedule for calendar year 2017 

C.  INFORMATION ITEMS AND SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
Information items can be moved to Discussion or Action by majority vote.  

1. Subcommittee Reports 
a.  Accessible Transportation, Parking, Sidewalk and Pedestrian Safety 
Impacts of Bicyclists and Bicycle Traffic on Vulnerable Pedestrian Populations 
Verbal Report by Commissioner Graham. ( currently on action agenda) 
 
b.  Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) 

2. Other follow up: 
3. Results of City Council Referral Prioritization Process 

Complete list of Mayor and Council ratings is in the July 20 packet on the web 

(40 pages): 

http://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Commission_on_Disabili

ty_Homepage.aspx 

4. Follow up rent board item 

5. Follow up community health commission item  

D.  COMMUNICATIONS 
1.  sidewalk obstructions-on agenda 

 
E.  FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (from adopted work plan, referrals, etc) 

1. Universal design and visitabiltiy 

2. Easy Does It Emergency Services report* 

 (Report can be accessed on web) 

F.  ADJOURNMENT no later than 10 pm 

Agenda Posted:   

A complete agenda packet is available for public review on the web at  
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Commission_on_Disability_Ho

mepage.aspx, and at the Public Works/Engineering Division front desk, 1947 Center 
Street, 4th Floor. 

http://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Commission_on_Disability_Homepage.aspx
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Commission_on_Disability_Homepage.aspx
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Commission_on_Disability_Homepage.aspx
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Commission_on_Disability_Homepage.aspx
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ADA Disclaimer 

 “This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a 
disability-related accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids 
or services, please contact the Disability Services specialist at 981-6346 (V) or 981-6903 
(TDD) at least three business days before the meeting date.  Please refrain from wearing 
scented products to this meeting.” 
 
Communications Disclaimer 

Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will 

become part of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s 

website.  Please note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information 

are not required, but if included in any communication to a City board, commission or 

committee, will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-mail address or 

any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. 

Postal Service or in person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee.  If 

you do not want your contact information included in the public record, please do not include 

that information in your communication.  Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, 

commission or committee for further information. 

 
Commission Secretary: Kenneth Emeziem, Acting Disability Compliance Coordinator, 1947 

Center St., 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA, 94704, Telephone (510) 981-6444, Fax: (510) 981-6340 

TDD: (510) 981-6347 email: kemeziem@cityofberkeley.info   



1947 Center St., 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA, 94704, Telephone (510) 981-6444, 
 email: kemeziem@cityofberkeley.info, Fax: (510) 981-6340 

 

 
 
 
 

Commission on Disability 

DRAFT ACTION MINUTES 
Commission on Disability 

Regular Meeting 
 

     September 21, 2016 
 

North Berkeley Senior Center 
Workshop B 
1901 Hearst Avenue (at MLK) 
Berkeley, CA 94709 

 
A. PRELIMINARY BUSINESS 

1) Call to Order:  

Commissioner Martha Singer (Chair) called the meeting to order at approximately 7:35 

PM. The Secretary for the COD was on an approved vacation.  The Deputy Director 

who offered to attend the meeting on her behalf missed the meeting.  As such, the staff 

backup for the Deputy Director arrived late. 

2) Roll Call: 

Present: Commissioners Graham; Murray, Singer (Chair), Upadhyay; Walsh, Weiss 

(Vice Chair) 

        Absent: Leeder (L/A) 

Staff: Kenneth Emeziem (Ken), Acting COD Secretary, Office of Access Services 

3) Public Comment:  

Speaker - Mary Richerson regarding sidewalk safety issues and vegetation overgrowth.   

4) Approval of Minutes:  

ACTION: It was M/S/C (Weiss/Upadhyay) to approve the draft minutes of the July 20, 

2016 regular meeting as amended. Commissioner Weiss will make corrections on the 

minutes and submit to the secretary. 

Motion carried (6-0-0-0) 

5) Approval and Order of Agenda:  

ACTION: It was M/S/C (Weiss/Murray) to allow Chair Singer to revise the order of the 

Agenda as the Chair deemed appropriate. 

Motion carried (6-0-0-0) 

6) Update by Administration/Staff: Staff mentioned that Ms. Carmella Rejwan, COD 

Secretary, is on vacation until October 3, 2016.  As such, he is filling in for her until she 

returns.   

7) Announcements:  None 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kemeziem@cityofberkeley.info
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B. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS:  

 

1. Universal Design/Visitability in Berkeley –  

The Commission’s report went to Council on September 20, 2016. 

   No Action taken. 

 

2. Portable Sign Pilot program –  

The Commission’s report is tentatively scheduled to go to Council together with the 

Transportation Commission report on October 18, 2016.  Staff is waiting for 

Transportation commission to complete their report. 

No Action taken. 

 

3. Schedule for Commission Meetings –  

ACTION: It was M/S/C (Weiss/Murray) to cancel the Commission meetings of October 

19, 2016 and November 16, 2016 and schedule Special Meetings on October 5, 2016 

and November 2, 2016.  

Motion carried (6-0-0-0)  

 

4. Center Street parking garage – 

Commissioner Weiss mentioned that at the September 13, 2016, City Council meeting, 

Council moved item #43a to Consent Calendar but did not move item #43b. She 

mentioned that Item #43a was approved with further discussion. 

  

The commission discussed tracking issues associated with the old Center Street 

Parking Garage.  The commission asked staff to explain how tracking is done and how 

to improve tracking for the new garage to ensure a more accurate tracking method. 

ACTION:   It was M/S/C (Walsh/Murray) to ask staff for a plan of how to determine 

utilization and if additional disabled parking spaces are warranted on the street and at 

the garage. 

Motion carried (6-0-0-0) 

 

5. Results of City Council Referral Prioritization process – 

 There were several discussions including how the prioritization process will affect 

staff work-plan in future.   

 The commission discussed revising the current City Council item template to include 

a section which could be a single line to address impact of the proposed project on 

persons with disabilities and others.   

No Action taken. 
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6. Bikes on Sidewalk/Signage -  

ACTION: It was M/S/C (Graham/Weiss) to approve and submit a Council item about 

recommendation to promote bicycle safety. 

Motion carried (6-0-0-0)  

 

7. Community Health Commission Proposal for African American Resource Center 

in Berkeley–  

ACTION:  It was M/S/C (Weiss/Murray) to support Community Health Commission’s 

concept for an African American Resource Center in Berkeley and look forward to more 

information about accessibility resources and inclusion of persons with disabilities in 

planning and programming. 

Motion carried (6-0-0-0) 

 

8. City of Berkeley ADA and access services office status – 

 COD discussed the correct name and mentioned that the new name is Office of 

Access Services.  It was formerly known as Disability Access Program.  

 Commissioner Weiss mentioned how important it is to record the COD meetings. In 

the past, she has requested reasonable accommodation together with at least 

another commissioner.  Also, she reminded staff that the City should provide 

reasonable accommodation when requested.   

 Staff informed the COD that the City has purchased a new recording device.  The 

new Disability Specialist will utilize the device to record meetings beginning next 

year since COD does not meet in December and the new staff will start work after 

November 2, 2016. 

 Commissioners Weiss & Walsh mentioned that at the September 13, 2016 Council 

meeting, Mr. Phil Harrington, Director of Public Works said that he would like one of 

the Commissioners to serve on interview panel to select Disability Coordinator 

Specialist.  

 Commissioner Murray mentioned that it is important for a member of COD to serve 

on the panel. It was discussed that whoever elects to serve on the panel has to be 

ready to spend the entire day as required by the City’s Human Resources office for 

such interview panels. Staff will inquire from the Director. 

No Action taken 

 

9.  Service Animals Welcome -  

COD asked staff to ensure that the annual mailing packet from the City to Berkeley 

based businesses included the information about service animals.  

No Action taken 
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C. INFORMATION ITEMS AND SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS - None 

 

D. COMMUNICATIONS - None 

 

E. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – 

Chair Singer will send next meeting Agenda items to Ken. 

 

F. ADJOURNMENT –  

It was M/S/C (Murray/Upadhyay) to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 PM.  

Motion carried (6-0-0-0) 

 

Public Present: 1       Total Speakers: 0 
  
Commission Interim Secretary:  Kenneth Emeziem, Acting Disability Coordinator, 1947 
Center St., 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA, 94704, Telephone (510) 981-6444, Fax: (510) 981-
6340  

  email: kemeziem@cityofberkeley.info  
Minutes on the web: 
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Commission_on_Disabil
ity_Homepage.aspx

 

 

mailto:kemeziem@ci.berkeley.ca.us


 

1947 Center St., 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA, 94704, Telephone (510) 981-6444, 
 email: kemeziem@cityofberkeley.info , Fax: (510) 981-6340 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Commission on Disability 

DRAFT ACTION MINUTES 
Commission on Disability 

Special Meeting 
 

     October 5, 2016 
 

North Berkeley Senior Center 
Workshop B 
1901 Hearst Avenue (at MLK) 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
 

 
A. PRELIMINARY BUSINESS 

1) Call to Order: 6:35 PM 

Commissioner Martha Singer (Chair) called the meeting to order at approximately 6:35 

PM. 

2) Roll Call: 

Present: Commissioners Graham, Leeder, Singer (Chair), Walsh, Weiss (Vice Chair) 

Absent: Commissioner Upadhyay, Murray (L/A) 

Staff: Kenneth Emeziem (Ken), Acting COD Secretary, Office of Access Services 

3) Public Comment: 

Speaker –Ms. Padla Laverde-Levine, Rent Board Commissioner, spoke about updating 

BMC 19.50.040, duty of building operators to maintain and repair elevator and to 

provide alternative housing.  Ms. Laverde-Levine and the Rent Board are requesting 

input and support of the COD on their planned request to council to update BMC 

19.50.040. 

4) Approval of Minutes: 

ACTION: It was M/S/C (Leeder/Walsh) to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting 

of September 21, 2016 with amendments. Commissioner Weiss offered to make agreed 

specific corrections to the minutes and submit to the secretary.   

Motion carried (5-0-0-0) 

5) Approval and Order of Agenda:  

ACTION: It was M/S/C (Weiss/Leeder) to move Agenda Item #3 (Easy Does It Services 

presentation) to Agenda item #1.  

Motion carried (5-0-0-0) 

6) Update by Administration/Staff: Staff mentioned that the City is conducting interviews 

for the position of Disability Coordinator Specialist.  The City asked a member of the  

COD to serve on the interview panel. Commissioner Walsh agreed to serve on the 

interview panel scheduled on Friday October 7, 2016.  However, staff mentioned that  

the interview may have been conducted on October 5, 2016. 

mailto:kemeziem@cityofberkeley.info


Commission on Disability Minutes 
Wednesday, October 5, 2016 

Page 2 of 4 

 

 

   

Staff mentioned that the City has purchased a recorder for recording future meetings.  

Staff mentioned the status of Mary Richardson’s request regarding shrubs and trees 

blocking sidewalk.   

Kenneth Emeziem/staff confirmed that he will be at the November 2, 2016 COD 

meeting. 

   

7) Announcements:  None 

 

B. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS:  

 

1. Universal Design/Visitability in Berkeley (Change in City Council template)– 

Council item to add accessibility to the submission template. 

ACTION:  It was M/S/C (Weiss/Graham) to submit a council report requesting council to 

adopt a recommended template that includes Impact to Accessibility. 

Motion carried (5-0-0-0) 

 

2. Universal Design/Visitability in Berkeley – council item on automatic door 

openers for residential multi-unit buildings and other residential access.   

No Action Taken 

The Commission decided to do more research and possibly invite a speaker from 

Pacific ADA Center regarding automatic door openers in multi-family unit buildings. 

 

3. Easy Does it Emergency Services, invited speaker, Nikki Brown-Booker, Acting 

Executive Director, update including emergency preparedness survey. 

No Action Taken  

 

4. Portable Sign Pilot Program and other sidewalk obstacles (Commissioner 

Weiss/staff update) 

Staff to continue coordinating with the Transportation Commission to ensure timely 

submission to council.  Report is tentatively scheduled to go to Council together with the 

Transportation Commission report on December 13, 2016.  Staff is waiting for 

Transportation commission to complete their report. 

No Action Taken 

 

5. Schedule for Commission Meetings (Leeder/Singer)   

ACTION: It was M/S/C (Graham/Leeder) for the commission to meet on January 4, 

2017.   

Motion carried (5-0-0-0) 

 

6. Center Street Garage Parking update (staff/Weiss/Walsh)  
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No Action Taken 

 

7. Results of City Council referral Prioritization Process  

No Action Taken 

 

8. Bikes on Sidewalk/Signage (council item – Graham/Singer)   

No Action Taken 

Staff to review and submit council item to council. 

 

9. Community Health Commission Proposal for African American Resource Center 

in Berkeley– 

Staff to send the minutes of September 21, 2016 meeting to the Community Health 

Commission.  

No Action Taken 

 

10. City of Berkeley access services office status, hiring  

Commissioner Walsh offered to attend the interviews on October 7, 2016. 

No Action Taken  

 

11. Service Animals Welcome (information for businesses to go out with business 

license renewals)- Weiss/staff  

No Action Taken 

Staff to inquire status from Finance Department. 

 

12. Reasonable Accommodation for COD – Commissioner Weiss 

The City has purchased a recorder for use at future meetings.  

The interpreter was not able to attend today. However, the Interpreter is scheduled for 

the November 2, 2016.  

Commissioner Leeder mentioned the possibility of acquiring an I-pad for translation etc. 

There was a discussion about contacting Demetry Besler, Center for Accessible 

Technology and California Foundation for Independent Living Centers (CFLC) to inquire 

about an I-pad loaner program. 

  No Action Taken 

 

C. INFORMATION ITEMS AND SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS - None 

 

D. COMMUNICATIONS – None 
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E. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – 

 

Chair Singer will send next meeting Agenda items to staff. 

 

F. ADJOURNMENT –  

It was M/S/C (Walsh/Leeder) to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 PM.  

Motion carried (5-0-0-0) 

 

 

                   Public Present: 1       Total Speakers: 0 
  

Commission Interim Secretary: Kenneth Emeziem, Acting Disability Coordinator, 1947 
Center St., 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA, 94704, Telephone (510) 981-6444, Fax: (510) 981-
6340  

  email: kemeziem@cityofberkeley.info 
 
  

Minutes on the web: 
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Commission_on_Disabil
ity_Homepage.aspx 

 

mailto:kemeziem@cityofberkeley.info
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Commission_on_Disability_Homepage.aspx
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Commission_on_Disability_Homepage.aspx
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