
 

MEETING OF THE 
MEDICAL CANNABIS COMMISSION, 
CULTIVATION SUBCOMMITTEE  

           
Permit Service Center       Wednesday, September 28, 2016 
2120 Milvia Street            3:00 - 5:00 PM 
Douglas Fir Conference Room (First Floor)  

 
AGENDA 

I. Call to Order 
A. Roll Call 
B. Changes to Order of Agenda 

 
II. Public Comment   
 
III. Discussion and Action Items   

A. Selection Process: review and decide on version to forward to full MCC.  Five 
attachments: 

1. Subcommittee’s Proposed Cultivation Permit Procedures forwarded to full MCC 9-8-16  
2. Staff suggestion for selection process (considered by MCC at July 21, 2016 meeting) 

B. Discuss plans to encourage Council vote on cultivation ordinance  
C. Select dates for future meetings 
  

IV. Information Items  (In compliance with Brown Act regulations, no action may be taken on these items.  

However, discussion may occur at this meeting if the item is moved to the Discussion section.) 
None. 
 

V. Adjournment 
 
Berkeley Medical Cannabis Commission website: http://www.cityofberkeley.info/medicalcannabis/)  
Medical Cannabis Commission Secretary:  Elizabeth Greene, 2120 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor, Berkeley CA 
94704. Phone:  510-981-7484     EGreene@cityofberkeley.info 
 

Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of the 
City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  Please note: e-mail addresses, 
names, addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any 
communication to a City commission, will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-
mail address or any other contact information to be made public, do not include that information in your 
communication – you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service or in person to the Commission 
Secretary. Please contact the Commission Secretary for further information. 
 

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be 
made available for public inspection at the Planning and Development Department located at 2120 Milvia 
Street, Berkeley CA. Please contact the Commission Secretary for further information. 
 

This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-related 
accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the 

Disability Services specialist at 981-6342 (V) or 981-6345 (TDD) at least three business days before the 
meeting date.  Please refrain from wearing scented products to this meeting. 

http://www.cityofberkeley.info/medicalcannabis/
mailto:EGreene@cityofberkeley.info


 

TO:  Medical Cannabis Commission 

 

FROM: Medical Cannabis Commission, Cultivation Subcommittee 

 

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Cultivation Selection Process 

 

DATE: September 8, 2016 

 

At the August 22, 2016 subcommittee meeting, the Cultivation Subcommittee voted 
unanimously to support the staff recommendation for the cultivation application process with 
the following changes: 
 

 License breakdown between 1a, 2a, and 3a should be changed from 60,000 square feet 
per license type to the following: 
 

 1a would have an unlimited number of square feet up to 180,000 square feet. 

 2a and 3a would be capped at 72,000 (40% of 180,000) for the first six month 
application cycle.   
 

 Thereafter all license types could apply as long as space was available under the 
180,000 foot cap. 
 

 Applicants would have 60 days after receiving zoning certificate to submit a building 
application. 
 

 After a building license was issued they would have 90 days to commence 
construction.  (We also wanted to hear what is standard for "normal" businesses 
regarding City permit approval time and plan submission as well). 
 

Motion/second Lampach/Carlisle.  Motion carried 3-0-0-0. (Ayes: Carlisle, Lampach, Pappas.  
Noes: None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None.) 
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TO:  Medical Cannabis Commission 
 
FROM: Elizabeth Greene, Secretary 
 
SUBJECT: Staff Recommendation for Cultivation Selection Process 
 
DATE: July 21, 2016 
 
The MCC is developing a new ordinance which would allow cultivation facilities to locate 
in Berkeley.  When a similar ordinance was developed for dispensaries, the 
Commission developed a selection process to determine how the single dispensary 
location would be allocated. 
 
The question now is what kind of process should be considered for the cultivation 
process.  Cultivation considerations are different from dispensary considerations in 
some significant ways: 
 

 Dispensary Cultivation 

Available slots 1 unlimited 

Possible 
businesses 

1 Unlimited (area of cultivation is 
limited to 180,000 sf citywide) 

Available locations Any C district Manufacturing (M) District only 

 
The cultivation process in theory offers more opportunities for businesses to operate in 
the City than the dispensary process, because there is no restriction on the number of 
sites, and the possibility of cultivators sharing sites.  Locations, however, could be just 
as restricted as the dispensary process due to the limitation to a single District (the M 
District) and the limited opportunities to locate within that district, as determined by MCC 
research.   
 
The location restriction could change if cultivation opportunities are expanded beyond 
the M District – the change that could result has not been studied and is therefore 
uncertain.  Additionally, any expansion of the area in which cultivation could occur might 
not be approved, or might be approved after the cultivation selection process has 
started. For the purpose of this memo, therefore, staff is assuming that cultivation will 
only occur in the M District. 
  
Staff has developed a recommended selection process for MCC consideration:  
 

1. Allocate a portion of the 180,000 sf total cultivation area to each of the three 
different state cultivation categories: Type 1A, Type 1B and Type 1C.  Example: 

a. Type 1A (indoor, up to 5,000 sf): 60,000 sf 
b. Type 2A (indoor, between 5001 – 10,000 sf): 60,000 sf 
c. Type 3A (indoor, between 10,001 and 22,000 sf): 60,000 sf 
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2. Open an application period with a limited time frame.  During this time, Business 
License and Zoning Certificate applications will be submitted for specific types of 
cultivation and locations. 

3. Staff will review the Zoning Certificate applications and approve those which 
conform to the Zoning Ordinance.  Applications will be reviewed in the order 
received.  If the applications received for a specific cultivator size exceed the 
space allotted for that category, only those received first will be approved.  

4. Applicants with approved Zoning Certificates must submit a Building Permit 
application within __ days of the close of application period.   

5. Applicants must commence construction within __ days of submitting a building 
permit. 

6. In cases where an applicant does not meet the deadline for either applying for 
Building Permit or commencing construction, the square-footage of the site will 
be added back to the available area for that cultivation category. 

7. Staff would re-open an application period every six months for a two year period.  
After two years, the MCC would evaluate the need for this process. 

 
This process has the following features: 

 No application forms would need to be developed for this process.   

 Applicants would apply for a business license and zoning certificate like any 
other business.   

 No discretionary review of the applications by the MCC, Zoning Adjustments 
Board, City Council or any other group is proposed. 

 The application period would allow staff to track the applications received and 
ensure that the 180,000 square foot limit, and the allocation limit for each 
cultivation category, are not exceeded.   

 This period would also allow property owners to interview potential tenants and 
select the one/s that are most compatible for the site.   
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