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Action Minutes  
Community Environmental Advisory Commission  

Regular Meeting of May 12, 2016 
2118 Milvia St., First Floor, Berkeley, California 94704 

 
Call to Order and Roll Call: Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM. Present: Benjamin 
Gould (Chair), Michael Goldhaber (Vice Chair), Liz Varnhagen, Karly Kaufman, Kristina 
Lim, Luis Amezcua. Absent: Emilio Camacho, Ryan Lynch, Excused Absence: Dyana 
Delfin-Polk.  Secretary: Nabil Al-Hadithy. Intern: Xavier Dupree. Adjourned: 9:30 PM 
 
Members of the Public: 1 
Allison Chan, Save the Bay 
 
Formal Actions: 
 
1. Adopt April 14, 2016 CEAC Minutes 
Recommendation: Adopt April 14, 2016 minutes as written. 
Action: Motion/Seconded/Carried. Goldhaber/Kaufman. Carried: Gould, Goldhaber, 
Varnhagen, Kaufman, Lim, Amezcua. Absent: Camacho, Lynch. Abstain: None. 
 
2. Recommendation: Adopt Cigarette Butt Receptacle Recommendation: 
Direct the City Manager to:  
a) Enact a pilot program to place receptacles for cigarette disposal in the downtown 
area. Receptacles should exhibit language or imagery about the environmental hazard 
of cigarette butt litter; and  
b) Post additional no-smoking signs and maps in the downtown area, including, but not 
limited to, at bus stops, on sidewalks, and walls;  
c) Develop a partnering agreement with either the Downtown Berkeley Association or a 
nonprofit group such as Building Opportunities for Self Sufficiency (BOSS) for 
maintenance of the receptacles;  
d) Identify and study potential funding sources and methods that would, if successful, 
expand the pilot into a full program. 
Action: Motion/Seconded/Carried. Amezcua/Goldhaber. Carried: Goldhaber, 
Varnhagen, Kaufman, Lim, Amezcua. Absent: Camacho, Lynch. Abstain: Gould. 
 
3. Indoor Air Quality 
Having reviewed staff input, strike item 3 from past motion (friendly amendment) CEAC 
voted as follows: 
RECOMMENDATION 
Direct the Planning Department and Planning Commission to use the analyses 
presented here, and the draft provided in Appendix II, to create new Standard 
Conditions of Approval (SCA) for new building construction near major sources of air 
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pollution to achieve an acceptable level of indoor air quality (IAQ) for sensitive 
receptors. 

Direct the Planning Department and Planning Commission to provide a cost fraction 
estimate for the mitigations to improve indoor air quality for projects subject to the new 
SCA for indoor air quality. Final recommendations from staff to be sent back to CEAC 
for review. 

This new Standard Condition of Approval would apply to new construction projects 
which both:  

1. Are located near major sources of air pollution emissions, including but not 
limited to: 

a. West of San Pablo Ave., 

b. Within 500 feet of a road or thoroughfare carrying an annual average total 
daily traffic (AADT) volume of 10,000 vehicles per day or more, or  

c. Within 1,000 feet of a road or thoroughfare with AADT of 50,000 vehicles 
per day or more; and 

2. Are residential construction of eight or more units, or will be another facility which 
could house occupants highly susceptible to poor air quality, including seniors 
and children (also known as “sensitive receptors”), including but not limited to 
schools, daycares, and hospitals. 

Action: Motion/Seconded/Carried. Kaufman/Amezcua. Carried: Gould, Goldhaber, 
Varnhagen, Kaufman, Lim, Amezcua. Absent: Camacho, Lynch. Abstain: None. 
 
4. Phasing Out Gas Appliances 
RECOMMENDATION 
That City Council direct the Community Environmental Advisory Commission (CEAC) 
and the Energy Commission (EC) to develop and evaluate a proposal for requiring 
installations of new cooking, water heating, and/or building heating systems to use 
technologies which do not burn natural gas. The proposal should consider an 
educational component, navigating Title 24 requirements, mitigating increased costs for 
low-income households, and other challenges with the transition. 

Action: Motion/Seconded/Carried. Varnhagen/Amezcua. Carried: Gould, Goldhaber, 
Varnhagen, Kaufman, Lim, Amezcua. Absent: Camacho, Lynch. Abstain: None. 
 


