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COMMUNITY HEALTH COMMISSION MEETING  
AGENDA 

Thursday, June 23, 2016 - 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm 
South Berkeley Senior Center, 2939 Ellis Street 

Berkeley, CA 94709 

Preliminary Matters 
1. Roll Call 
2. Announcements & Introductions of any new members 
3. Approval of Minutes from prior meeting (Attachment 1) 
4. Confirm note taker 
5. Public Comment (Speakers will have up to 5 minutes each)    

 
Presentation & Discussion Items 

1. Writing Council Reports Mini-Training: Tanya Bustamante (Attachment 3) 
2. Health Officer Update & July 12th City Council Work Session Overview: Janet 

Berreman 
3. City Council Referral Ratings – prioritization of outstanding Council referrals to 

City manager (Attachments 4-5) 

4. Work plan Progress: All (Attachment 6) 
 

Information Items 
1. City Budget Overview – slides from presentation given by Janet Berreman are 

attached (Attachment 7) 
 

Subcommittee Reports 
1. Health Equity Subcommittee Report 
2. Other Subcommittee Reports 

 
Action Items 

1. Action: Discuss tone and revisions to report and resolution to City Council 
addressing closure of Alta Bates Hospital (Attachment 8)  

2. Action: Cigarette butt pollution prevention recommendation from Community 
Environmental Advisory Commission (CEAC) (Attachment 9) 

3. Action: Appoint new members to subcommittees (Attachment 10) 

4. Action: Discuss action to support a state ballot measure to add a $2 tax for 
cigarettes and other tobacco products (such as e-cigarettes), and a 
recommendation to City Council to support the ballot measure as well 
 

Future Agenda Items 
1. Discuss/explore the expansion of the Heart-2-Heart program [Rosales] – July 28 
2. Update from Public Health staff regarding health resources at Berkeley Technology 

Academy 
3. Berkeley Police Department to provide overview on police data 
4. Tony Wilkinson from “Friends of Adeline” will provide brief overview on the 

discussion points of this community group in relation to the Adeline Corridor project 
 

Adjournment 
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Attachments:     
1. Draft minutes of 5/26/16 CHC meeting 
2. Approved minutes of 4/28/16 CHC meeting 
3. Writing Council reports training resource 
4. City Council referral ratings memo 
5. City Council referral ratings master spreadsheet 
6. Community Health Commission workplan 
7. City of Berkeley budget overview presentation slides 
8. Draft report and resolution to City Council re: Alta Bates Hospital closure referral 
9. CEAC cigarette butt pollution prevention recommendation  
10. Community Health Commission subcommittee roster 
11. Save Lives CA Tobacco Tax Fact Sheet 
12. Article: Tobacco Tax Campaign 
13. City Council and Community Health Commission timelines 

 
 

The next meeting of the Community Health Commission is scheduled for July 28, 2016 with 
a deadline of July 14, 2016 for the public’s submission of agenda items and materials for 
the agenda packet. Dates are subject to change; please contact the Commission Secretary 
to confirm.   
 
 

Please refrain from wearing scented products to this meeting. 
 

COMMUNICATION ACCESS INFORMATION 
This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location.  To request a disability-related accommodation(s) to 
participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the Disability Services specialist at 981-
6346 (V) or 981-6345 (TDD) at least three business days before the meeting date. 
 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of the City’s 
electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  Please note: e-mail addresses, names, 
addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City board, 
commission or committee, will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-mail address or any other 
contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service or in person to the 
secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee.  If you do not want your contact information included in the 
public record, please do not include that information in your communication.  Please contact the commission 
secretary for further information.  
 
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be made 
available for public inspection at the North Berkeley Senior Center located at 1901 Hearst Avenue, during regular 
business hours. The Commission Agenda and Minutes may be viewed on the City of Berkeley website: 
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/commissions. 

http://www.cityofberkeley.info/commissions
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Draft Minutes 
Regular Meeting, Thursday May 26, 2016 

 
The meeting convened at 6:35 p.m. with Vice Chair Kwanele presiding.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Commissioners Chen, Engelman (6:37), Kwanele, Lopez, 

Namkung, Rosales, Speich (7:39), Stein (6:48), Teunis, and Wong (6:39) 
 
Absent:  Commissioner Shaw 
 
Excused: Commissioners Franklin, Nathan, and Wertman 
 
Staff present:  Janet Berreman and Tanya Bustamante  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 16 individuals (including Councilmember Kriss Worthington) provided 
comment regarding City Council’s referral to the Community Health 
Commission to explore alternatives to providing acute care services in 
Berkeley, in light of the impending termination of these services at the Sutter 
Alta Bates Hospital campus. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 

 Public Health Priorities & City Budget Overview – Janet Berreman 

 Public Health Accreditation Overview – Tanya Bustamante 
 
ACTION ON MINUTES 
1. M/S/C (Chen/Rosales) Motion to approve the draft April 2016 minutes.  
 
Ayes:   Commissioners Chen, Engelman, Kwanele, Lopez, Teunis, and  

Wong 
 
Noes:   None 
 
Abstain:   Commissioners Namkung and Rosales 
 
Absent:  Commissioner Shaw 
 
Absent from vote:  Commissioners Speich and Stein 
 

Community Health Commission 
 

Meeting Location: South Berkeley Senior Center 
2939 Ellis Street, Berkeley, CA 

Attachment 1 
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Excused:   Commissioners Franklin, Nathan, and Wertman 
 

Motion Passed.     
 
 
ACTION ITEM  

2. M/S/C (Stein/Teunis) Motion to approve edited and revised recommendation and 
resolution to City Council opposing Sutter Health Corporation’s plans to cease 
operations at Alta Bates Hospital in Berkeley. 
 

Ayes:  Commissioners Chen, Engelman, Kwanele, Lopez, Namkung, 
Rosales, Speich, Stein, Teunis, and Wong 

 
Noes:   None 
 
Abstain:   None  
 
Absent:  Commissioner Shaw 
 
Excused:   Commissioners Franklin, Nathan, and Wertman 
 

Motion Passed.     
 
 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next regular meeting will be on June 23, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at the South Berkeley 
Senior Center. 
 

This meeting was adjourned at 9:03 p.m.  

 
Respectfully Submitted, Tanya Bustamante, Secretary. 
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Minutes 
Regular Meeting, Thursday April 28, 2016 

 
The meeting convened at 6:35 p.m. with Chair Nathan presiding.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Commissioners Engelman (6:40), Franklin (6:40), Kwanele (6:42), Lopez, 

Nathan, Shaw, Speich, Wertman, and Wong 
 
Absent:  Commissioner Rosales 
 
Excused: Commissioners Chen, Namkung, and Stein 
 
Staff present:  Janet Berreman, Paul Buddenhagen, and Tanya Bustamante  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 7 individuals provided comment regarding City Council’s referral to the 
Community Health Commission to explore alternatives to providing acute care 
services in Berkeley, in light of the impending termination of these services at 
the Sutter Alta Bates Hospital campus. 

 1 individual provided comment on the “Friends of the CHC-Berkeley High 
School Chapter” group. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 

 None 
 
ACTION ON MINUTES 
1. M/S/C (Nathan/Wertman) Motion to approve the draft March 2016 minutes.  
 
Ayes:   Commissioners Lopez, Nathan, Shaw, Speich, Wertman, and  

Wong 
 
Noes:   None 
 
Abstain:   None 
 
Absent:  Commissioner Rosales 
 
Absent from vote:  Commissioners Engelman, Franklin, and Kwanele 
 

Community Health Commission 
 

Meeting Location: South Berkeley Senior Center 
2939 Ellis Street, Berkeley, CA 

Attachment 2 
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Excused:   Commissioners Chen, Namkung, and Stein 
 

Motion Passed.     
 
ACTION ITEM  

2. M/S/C (Kwanele/Nathan) Motion to approve edited and revised recommendation to 
City Council for African American Holistic Resource Center. 
 

Ayes:   Commissioners Engelman, Franklin, Kwanele, Lopez, Nathan,  
Shaw, Speich, Wertman, and Wong 

 
Noes:   None  
 
Abstain:   None 
 
Absent:  Commissioner Rosales  
 
Excused:   Commissioners Chen, Namkung, and Stein 
 

Motion passed. 
 
ACTION ITEM  
3. M/S/C (Nathan/Kwanele) Motion to approve the recommendation to Council and 

revised Berkeley Municipal Code ordinance establishing the Community Health 
Commission with the iteration that the language “Community Health Equity 
Commission” be changed to “Community Health Commission.”  

 
Ayes:   Commissioners Engelman, Franklin, Kwanele, Lopez, Nathan,  

Shaw, Speich, Wertman, and Wong 
 
Noes:   None  
 
Abstain:   None 
 
Absent:  Commissioner Rosales  
 
Excused:   Commissioners Chen, Namkung, and Stein 
 

Motion passed. 
 
ACTION ITEM  
4. M/S/C (Nathan/Kwanele) Motion to approve the creation of subcommittees related to 

2016 Community Health Commission workplan and the appointment of 
subcommittee members as discussed. 
  

Ayes:   Commissioners Engelman, Franklin, Kwanele, Lopez, Nathan,  
Shaw, Speich, Wertman, and Wong 
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Noes:   None  
 
Abstain:   None 
 
Absent:  Commissioner Rosales  
 
Excused:   Commissioners Chen, Namkung, and Stein 
 

Motion passed. 
 
ACTION ITEM  
5. M/S/C (Wertman/Franklin) Motion to create subcommittee to address City Council 

referral to explore any and all possible alternatives in order to continue to provide 
acute care services in Berkeley and to consider the impacts on Berkeley, Albany, 
Emeryville, and West County. Members to include Commissioners Franklin, Speich, 
Wertman, and Wong. 
  

Ayes:   Commissioners Engelman, Franklin, Kwanele, Lopez, Nathan,  
Shaw, Speich, Wertman, and Wong 

 
Noes:   None  
 
Abstain:   None 
 
Absent:  Commissioner Rosales  
 
Excused:   Commissioners Chen, Namkung, and Stein 
 

Motion passed. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next regular meeting will be on May 26, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at the South Berkeley 
Senior Center. 
 

This meeting was adjourned at 8:47 p.m.  

 
Respectfully Submitted, Tanya Bustamante, Secretary. 
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Tips on Writing Council Reports 
 
Purpose: To provide the best information on the issue and evaluate possible solutions, 
so that Council can make responsible decisions. 
 
Council Reports Provide: 

 Recommendations for action 

 Financial implications and commitments of the action 

 Information and analysis to make decisions 
o Break down complex issues and technical information into essential and 

understandable facts 

 Evaluations of alternative courses of action 
 
Writing Tips: 

 Keep sentences and paragraphs short. 

 Check for unnecessary words. 

 Avoid use of “I” and “you.” 

 Spell out acronyms at 1st use. 

 Resolutions: 
o WHEREAS clauses establish the history and rationale 
o NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED section establishes authority and 

conditions for moving forward 
 

 Use active tense as it is more common in conversation: 
o My car was driven to work by me. 
o I drove my car to work. 

 Active tense makes sentences stronger: 
o Mr. Doe was told by the bank official that he would need to provide 

additional information 
o The bank official told Mr. Doe he would need to provide additional 

information. 
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Guidelines: 

 

 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS 
This section identifies short-term and long-term impacts of the recommended action on 
the City’s budget. If actual costs cannot be determined, this section provides an 
approximate range of costs from low end to high end. For example: “Potentially major 
fiscal impacts exist in the range of $lowest amount to $highest amount depending on 
[set of circumstances]. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

 

 



 

 

City Clerk Department 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-6900 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-6901 

E-Mail: clerk@cityofberkeley.info  Website: http://www.cityofberkeley.info/clerk 

G:\CLERK\MEMOS\Commisssions\Memo - RRV Rankings 2016.docx 

June 3, 2016 
 
 
To: Commission Secretaries 
 
From: Mark Numainville, City Clerk 
 
Subject: Results of City Council Referral Prioritization Process 
 

 
On May 24, 2016 the City Council approved the final weighted rankings of all 
outstanding Council referrals to the City Manager.  These rankings are the result of a 
process that the Council approved in March 2016 called Re-Weighted Range Voting 
(RRV).  The RRV process uses a formula to incorporate the weighted ratings that the 
Councilmembers assign to the referrals. 
 
The purpose of providing this list to your commission is to inform them of what the 
Council views as its top priorities at this time.  It was recommended by the Council that 
commissions may wish to use this list to inform or align its annual workplan with that of 
the Council and the department that staffs the commission.  Please agendize this topic 
for discussion by the commission. 
 
The complete staff report and attachments is included with this memo.  I have also 
attached the final rankings as a separate document for easier review. 
 
Please contact me directly if you have any questions.  
 
Enc. 
 
 
 
cc:  Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager 
 Department Heads 

Attachment 4
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Referrals in Ranked Order Exhibit A

Meeting Date Title Recommendation
Council 
District #

Responsible 
Department/
Division

Rank

10/27/2015 27. Green Affordable Housing Package 
(Continued from October 6, 2015)

Refer that the Planning Commission and City Manager investigate the 
following two policies as ways to reduce barriers for the creation of 
affordable housing. City Council requests that commissions and staff 
address and propose solutions and/or an implementation plan using the 
recommendations in the report by September 1, 2016. Policy 1: Designate 
units and funding for affordable housing by prioritizing housing over 
parking spaces in new developments. Policy 2: Remove the structural and 
procedural barriers to creating more housing.

8 Planning 1

4/5/2016 Analyzing All City‐Owned Properties for 
Potential for Housing Development

Request that the City Manager explore the opportunity for the City of 
Berkeley to build housing on city‐owned property: conduct an inventory of 
city owned properties and return to City Council as soon as possible with 
an evaluation and analysis of those properties that are appropriate for the 
development of affordable housing.

6 HHCS 2

4/5/2016 Neighborhood Preference in Affordable 
Housing to Reduce the Impact of 
Displacement and Ellis Act Evictions 
(Continued from March 29, 2016)

Refer to the City Manager and Planning Commission an ordinance to 
clarify existing preferences in allocating City affordable housing units to 
Berkeley residents living within ½ mile of any new development and 
tenants evicted under the Ellis Act, expand the second category of 
preference for eligible tenants displaced under the Ellis Act to include 
certain tenants displaced through an Owner Move‐In or (Measure Y) 
eviction

1, 2, 5, 8 Planning 3

2/10/2015 Berkeley Police Department Use of Police 
Vehicle In‐Vehicle and Body‐Worn 
Cameras

Refer to the City Manager to develop a plan to implement the use of dash 
cameras and body‐worn cameras for the Berkeley Police Department. The 
report should be presented to the City Council within 3 months.

4, 1, 2 Police 4

1/26/2016 Customer Service Improvements to Land 
Use Permit Process

Direct staff to make structural improvements to the Zoning Ordinance, 
communication improvements to better explain complex technical and 
procedural elements to the public, and organizational improvements to 
the Land Use Planning Division; and authorize the issuance of a request for 
proposals (RFP) for the selection of consultants to make structural 
improvements to the Zoning Ordinance and develop graphic 
communication elements in an amount not to exceed $300,000. 

CMO Planning 5

1 of 15
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11/17/2015 Protecting our Parks from Unsafe, 
Unsanitary Conditions

Request the City Manager to implement the following recommendations 
for Ohlone Park and utilize them for other parks where appropriate.
1. Increase nighttime enforcement and enable police to enter the parks at 
night with their cars (being sensitive to landscaping), to enforce park rules 
and ordinances. 
2. (Requires further discussion.)
3. Consider the presence of needles, traces of drugs like meth and heroin, 
human feces, a public health threat and involve the Health Department to 
cordon off areas of encampment for the purpose of clearing the areas of 
contamination and insuring the areas are safe for public use. Monitor 
areas used for encampment for public health risks to enable additional 
action.
4. Determine where additional signage is needed regarding camping rules, 
park hours, and use of the park especially in locations where 
encampments frequently occur.
5. Place covered trash and recycling receptacles in high use areas in 
Ohlone, such as at McGee/Hearst. Determine other areas where such 
receptacles are needed.
6. Assess Ohlone Park for need of additional porta potties. Northwest area 
of park at Grant and Hearst has been reported as “public bathroom.”

1 City Manager 6

10/21/2014 City Manager Referral: Consider Potential 
Additional Ambulances a High Priority for 
an Amendment to This City Budget 

Refer to the City Manager to consider the addition of new ambulances to 
the Berkeley Fire and EMS Services as a high priority for an amendment to 
the city budget if determined necessary by the Fire Chief and City 
Manager. 

7 Fire 7

3/29/2016 Multi‐Departmental Homelessness 
Working Group

1. Establish a Multi‐Departmental Homelessness Working Group (modeled 
after the City Sustainability Working Group)
2. Initiate a public process to develop a comprehensive plan to address 
homelessness in Berkeley, taking into consideration all of the ideas put 
forward by the Homeless Commission and Homeless Task Force, with the 
goal of creating more transitional and permanent housing for our city 
homeless population

4 Health, 
Housing & 
Community 
Services

8

2 of 15
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11/17/2015 Improve Conditions on Our Community 
Sidewalks; Amending Berkeley Municipal 
Code Chapters 13.36 and 14.48

Discuss and refer the following services and ordinances to the City 
Manager for implementation, and adopt first reading of three Ordinaces: 
1. Adding Section 13.36.085 to the Berkeley Municipal Code prohibiting 
urination and defecation in public places. 2. Amending Sections 14.48.020 
and 14.48.170 of the Berkeley Municipal Code regulating use of sidewalks. 
3. Adding Section 13.36.040 to the Berkeley Municipal Code prohibiting 
obstruction of City‐owned planters and trees. Additional Services: 1. 
Create a secure storage facility for personal belongings; bins must be of 
adequate size, of reasonable number (estimate of 50 – 100 at the outset) 
and ensure reasonable access, with posted hours. 2. Provide additional 
bathrooms in the Downtown and Telegraph areas. 3. Provide mobile 
showers and bathrooms for public use.

1, 5, 8 Health, 
Housing & 
Community 
Services

9

11/18/2014 City Manager Referral: Implement the 
PayByPhone Parking Technology as Used 
by San Francisco and UC Berkeley

Refer to the City Manager to examine the feasibility of implementing the 
PayByPhone parking technology as used by the City of San Francisco and 
UC Berkeley.

7, 8 Public Works 10

7/14/2015 Referral to Planning Commission: Guiding 
Development on San Pablo Avenue 

Refer to the Planning Commission the development of a Plan to guide 
development on San Pablo Avenue.  

1, 2 Planning 11

1/19/2016 City Manager Referral: Streamline the 
Permit Process for Housing Projects with a 
Majority or More Affordable Units

Refer to City Manager to create an ordinance that will streamline the 
permit process for housing projects with a majority or more affordable 
units if it includes at least 20 percent of units at 50% AMI, after 
consideration of Austin and Santa Fe policies and policies proposed in San 
Francisco.

7 Planning 12

1/26/2016 Condition of Approval for Major 
Development Projects

Refer to the City Manager to generate an ordinance requiring all projecs 
that include new construction of greater than 30,000 square feet and that 
are not subject to local, state or federal prevailing wage requirements or 
do not have a valid Project Labor or Community Workforce Agreement to 
adhere to the requirements as outlined below. The City Manager is 
requested to provide a history of the wage theft problem in Berkeley.

5, 2, 7, 1 Attorney 13

3 of 15
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1/20/2015 Referral to Planning Commission to 
Amend Zoning Ordinance

Refer to the Planning Commission an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 
to create a use permit process to allow non‐commercial use on the ground 
floor where commercial might otherwise be required.

6 Planning 14

10/6/2015 Referral to the City Manager: Prioritize 
Climate Action Plan’s Policy to 
Redesign/Rebuild the Berkeley Transfer 
Station and Material Recovery Facility into 
a State of the Art Zero Waste Facility

Referral to the City Manager: Prioritize the City of Berkeley's Climate 
Action Plan's policy to redesign/rebuild the Berkeley Transfer Station and 
the material recovery facility into a state of the art Zero Waste facility. 

7 Planning 15

9/9/2014 Creating Additional Administrative Powers 
of Zoning Officer to Grant or Recommend 
New Permits as Related to Code 
Enforcement

Refer to the City Manager and Berkeley Planning Commission to explore 
the creation of a mechanism that would explicitly allow staff new 
discretionary powers to prevent applicants from being granted new 
residential permits until they have abated outstanding noncompliance 
issues or code violations in other buildings they own in Berkeley within a 
reasonable time frame or taken good faith measures to commence doing 
so

Commission Planning 16

9/15/2015 Mandatory Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure in New Developments 

Refer to the City Manager and Planning and Community Environmental 
Advisory Commissions to develop an ordinance requiring large residential 
developments of 100 units or more or commercial developments that 
result in 5,000 square feet of new or replaced impervious surface, to 
incorporate Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) and water conservation 
features into new projects.

4 Planning 17

1/26/2016 Response to PRC Report on BPD Response 
to December 6 Protests, Revision of Police 
Crowd Management Policies (Continued 
from December 15, 2015)

Direct the City Manager to have the Berkeley Police Department 
collaborate with the Police Review Commission to further develop 
mutually agreed upon revisions to the Berkeley Police Department's 
policies and procedures regarding response to protest activity and to 
report back to the Council within 180 days for an update.

CMO Police 18

2/9/2016 City Manager Referral: Expanding Gun 
Safety Measures in Berkeley

Refer to the City Manager to consider the following ordinances: 1. Banning 
Unsecured Firearms And Ammunition Located In Unattended Vehicles In 
The Public Right Of Way And "Public Places" As Defined In The Ordinance; 
and 2. Requiring That City‐Issued Firearms In Unattended Vehicles Be 
Secured.

7, 6 City Manager 19
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12/1/2015 City Manager Referral: Implementation of 
Tier One Recommendations from the 
Homeless Task Force (Continued from 
November 17, 2015)

Refer to the City Manager to develop a plan to implement the Tier One 
Recommendations of the Homeless Task Force, which involve expanding 
the city’s Homeless Outreach Team and Mobile Crisis Team, increasing 
funding for the Crisis Intervention Training (CIT), increasing the number of 
public restrooms, and providing additional storage spaces and warming 
centers for the homeless population.

4 City Manager 20

1/19/2016 Declare a Homeless Shelter Crisis in 
Berkeley and Potential Implementation 
Strategies 

Adopted Resolution No. 67,357–N.S. amended to include direction that 
the City Manager review the resolution for accuracy and have the power 
to add or subtract from the resolution, to make whatever changes are 
necessary to maximize our chances for additional funding.

7 City Manager 21

7/8/2014 Support Selected NAACT Housing 
Recommendations

Refer the HAC recommendation "Remove the R‐4 requirement that new 
residential buildings must provide one parking space per 1000 square feet 
of floor space" to the Planning Commission

1 Planning 22

9/29/2015 City Council Referral to Develop a 
Comprehensive Plan for Funding the 
Undergrounding of Utility Wires on All 
Major and Collector Streets in Berkeley 
(Continued from July 14, 2015)

Postpone implementation of a Utility Undergrounding Work Plan and 
direct the City Manager to return to Council in Fall 2015 with a report 
detailing the budget and staffing required to implement a Utility 
Undergrounding Work Plan and Special Commission. The report would 
also identify projects in the City's adopted Work Plan that would be 
delayed in order to implement the Commissions' recommendations.

CMO Public Works 23

9/30/2014 City Manager Referral: Implementing 
BigBelly Solar Compactor Bins

Refer to the City Manager to examine the feasibility of procuring BigBelly 
Solar Compactor Bins to save money, meet zero waste goals, and reduce 
Berkeley's greenhouse gas emissions. 

7, 8 Public Works 24

11/19/2013 9. Portable Sign Pilot Program Refer to the City Manager, the Commission on Disability, and the 
Transportation Commission for consideration the expansion of the existing 
portable sign program that enables businesses to place portable signs on 
sidewalks and medians.

4 Public Works 25

12/15/2015 Explore the Feasibility of Installing Utility‐
Free Restrooms in Cesar Chavez and 
Aquatic Parks

Refer to the City Manager to explore installing utility‐free restrooms at 
Cesar Chavez and Aquatic Park.

2 City Manager 26
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2/9/2016 Restrict Parking in the Hills Hazardous Fire 
Area (Continued from January 12, 2016) 

Refer to staff the design of a parking restriction program in the Hills Fire 
Zone to ensure access for emergency vehicles and to allow for safe 
evacuations in an emergency and to hold public meetings to get 
community input in the design of such a program.

6 Public Works 27

2/23/2016 Public Restrooms in City Parks Refer to the City Manager and the Parks and Waterfront Commission the 
idea of constructing permanent public restrooms in all parks with one or 
more acres that are maintained by the City of Berkeley and ensure that 
existing permanent public restrooms are maintained to an adequate 
standard. 

4 City Manager 28

9/15/2015 Refer to the City Manager, Disability 
Commission, and Planning Commission to 
Develop an Ordinance Requiring New 
Residential Buildings to Provide Auto‐door 
Openers and Roll‐in Showers 

Refer to the City Manager, Disability Commission, and Planning 
Commission to require new residential buildings in Berkeley to include 
essential wheelchair‐accessible modifications such as auto door openers 
and roll‐in showers.

7 Planning 29

12/11/2012 21. Streamlining Enforcement of Zoning 
and Municipal Code Violations and Public 
Nuisance Abatement Procedures

Direct the City Manager to propose methods of enforcing the zoning and 
municipal codes that would result in more timely compliance of 
problematic uses, including those in undisputable violation of our laws, 
and/or propose ways in which to streamline the nuisance abatement 
procedure and return with a report and suggestions to improve the 
process in 6 months.

5, 1, 2, 6 City Manager 30

7/8/2014 31. City Manager Referral: Refer CPTED 
Streetscape for Action and Exploration of 
Grant or Other Funding Opportunities to 
Find the Funds to Construct the Proposed 
Improvements 

Refer the Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 
streetscape to the City Manager for action and exploration of grant or 
other funding opportunities to find the funds to construct the proposed 
improvements.

7, 8 Public Works 31
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2/10/2015 Amendments to BPD General Orders C‐64 
(Crowd Control), M‐2 (Mutual Aid) and U‐2 
(Use of Force)

Refer to the Police Review Commission (PRC) and City Manager the 
attached changes to BPD General Orders C‐64, M‐2, U‐2, and request that 
they return to the City Council with recommended revisions to the General 
Orders. The proposed changes are modeled after the Oakland Police 
Department’s recent amendments to their Crowd Control Policy and 
address issues raised with the police response to the December 6, 2014 
Ferguson protests.  2. Adopt a motion declaring as a temporary City of 
Berkeley policy that the use of chemical agents (tear gas etc.), Specialty 
Impact Less‐Lethal Weapons (“projectiles” or rubber bullets, wooden 
dowels, stinger grenades, rubber bullets) and over the shoulder baton 
strikes, are prohibited uses of force in responding to crowd situations, 
until such time as an investigation is conducted as to the Police response 
to the December 6, 2014 protests, and a review of General Orders C‐64, M‐
2, and U‐2 is completed.  

4 Police 32

7/14/2015 Referral to Planning Commission: 
Clarifying Front and Rear Units 

Refer to the Planning Commission a request to clarify the relationship 
(height, bulk) between front and rear units when a rear unit is proposed 
for the rear yard.  

1 Planning 33

12/16/2014 Referral to Planning Commission and City 
Manager Regarding the Feasibility of 
Requiring the Installation of Water 
Fountains/Filling Stations for New 
Commercial Development Projects

Refer to the Planning Commission and the City Manager the development 
of an ordinance requiring all new commercial development projects and 
remodels above a specified amount to incorporate a publicly available 
drinking fountain and/or water bottle filling station or locations on the 
premises where one may be installed without additional cost to the city 
for piping water to the location. Report back to council within 6 months.

5 Planning 34

12/17/2013 36.  Revising the Berkeley Municipal Code 
to More Effectively Address Illegal 
Dumping

Direct the City Manager to propose potential revisions to the Berkeley 
Municipal Code to better address illegal dumping in the city.

2 Public Works 35
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11/19/2013 19. Referral to City Manager: Changes to 
the Municipal Code Regarding Affordable 
Housing Requirement Implementation

Refer to the City Manager and Housing Advisory Commission: 1. The 
proposed changes to Berkeley Municipal Code (B.M.C.) Section 22.20.065, 
relating to affordability requirements and implementation of the 
Affordable Housing Mitigation Fee. Request that the City Manager and 
HAC review these concepts and provide a recommendation to the City 
Council on possible changes to the ordinance.  2. Requesting a report from 
the City Manager about how staff implement the provision allowing for 
reductions or waiver of fees, B.M.C. Section 22.20.080, including: a. What 
information is requested of the applicant to provide “satisfactory factual 
proof” that the waiver/reduction is a “hardship”? b. What process does 
city staff go through to determine how fee requirements make a project 
“infeasible”? What standard does the city use to determine “infeasiblity”? 
The report should also explore requiring that the applicant pay for a third 
party to evaluate financial information to determine how the fees affect 
financial feasibility. The City of San Carlos requires the applicant to pay for 
a third party to evaluate their pro forma to determine whether the fee 
would make the project infeasible.

4, 5 Planning 36

1/17/2012 Referral to the Commission on the Status 
of Women (PDF)

Refer to the Commission on the Status of Women the alleged offensive 
treatment of women in custody at Santa Rita Jail, as reported below with 
the aim of ensuring that searches of women not be conducted in the 
presence of men (be they male officers or inmates) and any other changes 
in protocol that might be needed to ensure appropriate policies are 
followed during searches of women in custody.

1 Health, 
Housing & 
Community 
Services

37

12/17/2013 48.  City Manager Referral: Preparations to 
Apply for Telegraph Pedestrian Safety 
Funds (Continued from December 3, 2013)

Refer to the City Manager to apply for Telegraph Ave pedestrian safety 
funds and to produce a preliminary plan for Telegraph pedestrian safety 
improvements as requested by the Telegraph Merchants Association.

7 Public Works 38

1/27/2015 Request that the City Manager work with 
Caltrans to upgrade the intersection at San 
Pablo and Cedar

Request the City Manager analyze the subject intersection and work with 
Caltrans to make improvements to prevent long back‐ups at the 
intersection of San Pablo and Cedar, particularly focused on the need to 
create a left‐turn lane onto San Pablo heading north.

1 Public Works 39

10/21/2014 City Manager Referral: Consider 
Implementing a Neighborhood 
Notification System for the City of 
Berkeley 

Refer to the City Manager to look into a mass communication system for 
the City of Berkeley as a way for Berkeley's government departments to 
send residents important notifications through text messages, email, and 
the web. 

7, 8 Information 
Technology

40
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6/24/2014 56a. Imposing Fees When Multifamily 
Properties are Destroyed Due to Fault of 
Property Owner

Adopt a Resolution that directs staff to make changes to the Demolition 
Ordinance or other City ordinances to accomplish the following:1. Make 
changes to the Demolition Ordinance requiring Owners of buildings that 
are destroyed due to the “fault” of the owner, including gross negligence 
or other conduct by the owner or his/her agents which constitutes the 
predominant cause of the destruction, to comply with the replacement 
unit provisions, tenant protections and relocation requirements under 
Sections 23C.08.020.A.4 and 23C.08.020.B and C; 2. Consider the 
establishment of a penalty schedule – either through the Rental Housing 
Safety Program or another mechanism – to facilitate compliance with 
habitability and life safety codes; 3. Impose a fee on property owners who 
decide to rebuild at the same site for each below‐market rate unit 
destroyed through fault of the property owner; 4. Levy a fine, equivalent 
to the fee described above, against the owner of demolished property in 
the event that this owner elects to sell the site or retain it as an 
undeveloped parcel. If the property owner refuses to pay this fee, then it 
should be become a lien against the property; and 5. Revise the Relocation 
Ordinance to confer the same rights onto the tenants of buildings that are 
voluntarily demolished as other tenant situations specified under the 
Relocation Ordinance.

4 Health, 
Housing & 
Community 
Services

41

10/21/2014 Fair Chance Ordinance  1. Refer to the Labor Commission for review a Fair Chance Ordinance that 
would extend the City's "Ban the Box" policy to private employers within 
the City of Berkeley, which would remove any questions regarding an 
individual's conviction history from an initial application and delaying 
background check inquiries until later in the hiring process; additionally, 
the Ordinance would regulate background check inquiries to ensure that 
applicants are considered fairly for a job position 2. Adopt a Resolution 
urging our State Representatives and to introduce legislation extending 
the State's "Ban the Box" law to private employers and to reform 
employment background checks, which are often private companies that 
may provide inaccurate, incomplete and/or expunged conviction 
information.  Copies of the Resolution are to be sent to Governor Jerry 
Brown, Senate President Pro Tem Kevin de León, State Senator Loni 
Hancock, Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins, Assemblymembers Nancy Skinner 
and Roger Dickinson, and the National Employment Law Project.   

3, 4, 2, 7 Health, 
Housing & 
Community 
Services

42
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2/9/2016 Supporting Worker Cooperatives and 
Referral to City Manager to Develop a 
Worker Cooperative Ordinance (Continued 
from January 12, 2016 – Item includes 
revised materials.)

Adopt a Resolution to support worker cooperatives, and refer to the City 
Manager to develop a Worker Cooperative Ordinance, which includes: 
1. Revising the existing Buy Local contracting preference and adding a 
worker cooperative preference; 2. Revising the business permit 
application; 3. Incentivizing existing businesses to convert to cooperatives; 
4. Creating business tax and land use incentives, and 5. Developing 
educational materials.

4 City Manager 43

10/21/2014 Installation of Automatic External 
Defibrillators (AEDs) in City Buildings

Review and consider implementation of a third party administered, 
citywide AED program.  This program would be referred to the city's 
budget process for FY 2015 ‐ FY 2016. 

7 Fire 44

7/14/2015 Referral to Public Works Commission: 
Onsite Water Systems 

Refer to the Public Works Commission an evaluation of onsite water 
systems, for non‐potable use, with new developments in Berkeley and 
report to Council on its recommendations.

1 Planning 45

3/15/2016 City Manager Referral: Plan for Lighting 
and Signage at the Ohlone Greenway at 
Cedar, Rose, and Hopkins

Refer to the City Manager to develop a plan to improve the lighting and 
signage (e.g. stop signs) at the Ohlone Greenway crossing at Cedar, Rose, 
and Hopkins, particularly for bicycle transit.

1 Public Works 46

1/19/2016 City Manager Referral: Consider Adding 
Ygrene as an Additional Property Assessed 
Clean Energy Program 

Refer to the City Manager to consider adding Ygrene as an additional 
property assessed clean energy program.

7 Planning 47

11/3/2015 City Manager Referral: Campus National 
Night Out to Reduce Crime

Refer to the City Manager to create a Campus National Night Out to help 
reduce crime in the campus area.

7 Police 48

11/18/2014 Fuel Station Carbon Dioxide Labels Fuel station carbon dioxide labels Commission Attorney 49

5/1/2012 Amend the Zoning Code to Facilitate Toxic 
Remediation in Manufacturing Districts 
(PDF)

Refer to the Planning Commission recommendations for amending the 
zoning code in order to facilitate toxic remediation in manufacturing 
districts and to develop a streamlined process that would allow for one 
application process, rather than separate application processes for the 
City’s Planning Department and the Toxics Division.

2 Planning 50
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9/9/2014 Expansion of Residential Preferential 
Parking Citywide, Adjacent to Commercial 
Areas

1, 2 Public Works 51

3/8/2016 Electric Vehicles for the City Fleet Request that the City Manager return to the Council with a Fleet Climate 
Action Plan for transition to all‐electric vehicles (EVs) or plug‐hybrids for 
the City fleet. The plan could:
1. set annual targets for greenhouse gas (GHG) reductions from City fleet 
operations in support of the City’s Climate Action Plan;
2. require replacing all non‐emergency vehicles and all possible emergency 
vehicles with EVs or plug‐in hybrids by April 1, 2025, with an interim goal 
of a certain percent by April 1, 2018;
3. require conversion wherever possible to hybrid vehicles in cases where 
EVs or plug‐in hybrids are not yet feasible; and
4 id th Additi l M d ib d i th t

Mayor, 6 Public Works 52

2/10/2015 Evaluation of Possible Ban on New 
Planting of Certain Tree Species

Take action to either: a) Direct the City Manager to proceed with Option 1, 
and continue the City’s current practice regarding tree plantings on City 
property, which currently do not include Eucalyptus, and Monterey Pine 
(except at the Marina).‐OR‐ b) Adopt a Resolution as described in Option 2 
that would ban the new planting of certain tree species on City property. ‐
OR‐c) Direct the City Manager to develop an ordinance for Council 
adoption that bans the new planting of certain tree species on both public 
and private property, and includes enforcement mechanisms.

6 Parks, Rec, 
Waterfront

53

2/10/2015 B. Amending BMC Chapter 11.60 for 
Compostable or Recyclable Foodware

Direct the City Manager to analyze the Zero Waste Commission's 
recommendation; refer the fiscal impacts of the recommendation to the 
budget process; and report back on the impact to the City's Zero Waste 
operations of implementing the requirement for compostable or 
recyclable foodware.

Commission Public Works 54

1/27/2015 City Manager Referral: Add Easily 
Accessible Language Translation on City 
Website

Refer to the City Manager to add an easily accessible language translation 
feature on the City website.

7 Information 
Technology

55

10/27/2015 Private Parking Lot Regulations Refer to the City Manager the development of an ordinance that would 
allow parking lot operators to manage their parking facilities so as to meet 
the needs of local businesses and their customers.

2 Attorney 56
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11/17/2015 Installation of Solar Panels at the Donna 
Spring Animal Shelter Parking Area

Request that the City Manager pursue grant funding for a solar installation 
at the Donna Spring Animal Shelter parking area.

6, 2 Public Works 57

4/1/2014 9. Conversion of Loading Zones on 
Telegraph Avenue between Bancroft 
Avenue and Dwight Way into Regular 
Metered Parking with Morning 
Commercial‐Loading Hours

The City Manager should examine the costs and time associated with 
yellow‐zone conversion and present to the City Council a cost and 
implementation plan including recommended hours for restricted 
commercial loading.

Mayor Public Works 58

12/6/2011 Classify Home Occupation Activities 
Receiving Five or Fewer Visits as Moderate 
Impact Home Operation (PDF)

Refer to the City Manager that the zoning code for Moderate Impact 
Home Operation (Moderate Impact HO) be amended to include home 
occupation activities receiving five or fewer visits weekly, requiring an AUP 
rather than a Use Permit with public hearing.

1 Planning 59

10/7/2014 City Manager Referral on "Digital Divide" 
in Ultrafast Fiber Optic Internet 
Technology

Refer to the City Manager to address the growing "Digital Divide" through 
making ultrafast fiber technology available to middle class and low income 
residents.

7 Office of 
Econonic 
Development

60

10/21/2014 Westbrae Traffic Plan  Refer to the Transportation Commission and City Manager the 
development of a traffic management plan for the Westbrae Area. 

1 Public Works 61

7/1/2014 18. City Manager Referral: Updating 
Graffiti Ordinance and Policies Based on a 
Review of San Francisco’s New Ordinance

Refer to the City Manager and the Public Works and Parks and Recreation 
Commissions to create an ordinance that revises Berkeley's policies 
regarding graffiti, focusing on prevention and enforcement of regulations.

7 Public Works 62

11/18/2014 Future Development of the 4th Street 
Area

Request that the Planning Commission return to Council with possible 
options to ensure that future development of the 4th Street area is 
harmonious with the successful existing retail district.

5, 1 Planning 63

9/16/2014 City Manager Referral: Reform Berkeley's 
3 Strike Rule, Whereby 3 Parking Tickets 
Can End An Entire Business

Refer to the City Manager to look into the unintended consequences of 
the 3 strikes law on Berkeley taxi cab owners, which can revoke a cab 
company's business license after receiving 3 parking tickets.

7 City Manager 64

9/29/2015 City Manager Referral: Creating an Animal 
Friendly Menu Policy for the Berkeley 
Animal Care Shelter at Official Sponsored 
Events

Refer to the City Manager to examine the feasibility of creating an animal 
friendly menu policy for the Berkeley Animal Care Shelter at official 
sponsored events.

7 City Manager 65
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2/10/2015 Independent Investigation of Police 
Response to December 6, 2014 Protest

Direct the City Manager to initiate an independent investigation into the 
police response to protests on December 6, 2014 and to return to Council 
as soon as possible, but no later than 60 days with a contract to hire a 
qualified independent investigator. In considering who to select to 
conduct the investigation, the City Manager should give preference to 
former police chiefs or law enforcement officials with experience 
conducting internal investigations. To avoid the appearance of or 
possibility of conflicts of interests, the City Manager should avoid selecting 
an individual or firm who previously worked for the Berkeley Police 
Department or who previously or currently worked for any law 
enforcement agency in the San Francisco Bay Area. The City Manager shall 
ensure that the selected individual or firm has no apparent conflicts of 
interest.  The Council also refers the questions attached to the report for 
the City Manager and outside investigator to consider in conducting their 
investigation.

4 Police 66

9/18/2012 6. City Manager Referral: Standardize 
Finance Categories of Software and 
Exclusively Internet Companies

Refer to the City Manager creating one simple clear standard for 
categorizing software companies and exclusively internet companies that 
do business in Berkeley

7 Finance 67

9/9/2014 Establish Pedicab Policy and Regulations Refer to the City Manager and Transportation Commission the creation of 
an ordinance that would establish regulations for pedicab operators.

2 Public Works 68

3/15/2016 Referral to City Manager: Donation of 
Unsold Food to Charities (Continued from 
February 23, 2016)

Refer to the City Manager and Zero Waste Commission to develop an 
ordinance for Council consideration requiring supermarkets in Berkeley to 
donate their unsold food to charity. If no longer edible for human 
consumption require that it be donated for animal feed or compost.

4 Public Works 69

12/17/2013 43.  City Manager Referral: Updating a 
Mandated Reporting Policy Under the 
California Child Abuse and Reporting Act

Refer to the City Manager to review the California Child Abuse Reporting 
Act to consider updating a Mandated Reporting Policy so that all 
appropriate city employees and volunteers are aware of their obligations 
in reporting abuse.

7 Attorney 70
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5/21/2013 38.  Referral to City Manager: 
Amendments to Affordable Housing Fee 
Ordinance 

Refer to the City Manager and Housing Advisory Commission: 1. The 
proposed changes below to Berkeley Municipal Code (B.M.C.) Section 
22.20.065 (Affordable Housing Fee Ordinance) for review and 
recommendation, and to develop an ordinance for Council discussion and 
action.  2.   Amendments to Berkeley Municipal Code (B.M.C.) Section 
22.20.080 (Hardship waiver) to establish more specific criteria for 
determining whether the fee requirements make a project infeasible and 
therefore make it eligible for a fee reduction. Is there a baseline standard 
that staff uses? A specific rate of return on the project?  Additionally, 
explore removing language allowing fees to be waived entirely.

4 Planning 71

6/10/2014 49. Urban Agriculture Incentive 
Zones(Continued from May 20, 2014)

Direct the City Manager to to proceed with the next steps for 
implementing an Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone in Berkeley and to refer 
the matter to the Planning Commission.

4 Planning 72

2/9/2016 Extend the Berkeley Police Department 
Drone Moratorium for One Additional 
Year

Extend the moratorium on the use of unmanned aircraft systems, or 
“drones,” by the Berkeley Police Department for one additional year.

7 Police 73

2/11/2014 17. Referral to City Manager: Exemption of 
Fire‐Damaged Buildings from Affordable 
Housing Mitigation Fee (Continued from 
January 21, 2014)

Refer to the City Manager and Housing Advisory Commission (HAC) issues 
relating to the applicability of the Affordable Housing Mitigation fee to 
buildings destroyed by fire.

3, 4, 7 Health, 
Housing & 
Community 
Services

74

1/21/2014 26.  Pending and Outstanding Referrals to 
the City Manager’s Office and City 
Commissions by the City Council

1. Request the City Manager report on pending and outstanding referrals 
made to the City Manager's Office and City Commissions by the City 
Councilmembers.  2. The Referral Report will be sent to the 
Councilmember who made the referral for them to prioritize their top five 
referrals.  3. After the prioritizing has taken place, the City Manager will 
provide an estimate of cost, staff time and any other related costs likely to 
be incurred by the implementation of the referral.  4. Council shall then 
determine its priority of implementation so they may be reflected in the 
adoption of its budget.

Mayor City Manager 75
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11/18/2014 Expansion of Medical Cannabis Cultivation 
Beyond the Manufacturing (M) District 
Presentation

Request the Planning Commission consider amending the Zoning 
Ordinance to allow for medical cannabis cultivation in zoning districts 
beyond the Manufacturing (M) District.

Commission Planning 76

2/19/2013 19. Driving Under the Influence (DUI) 
Policy Recommendations

Instruct the Mental Health, Community Health, Transportation, and Police 
Review Commissions to research and submit recommendations to the 
Peace and Justice Commission's DUI Subcommittee within six (6) months 
of referral.  Research and recommendations should focus on 
improvements to Harm Reduction and Minimization policies with respect 
to DUI in Berkeley.

Commission Health, 
Housing & 
Community 
Services

77

9/9/2014 Review of Occupancy Level as Part of 
Zoning Adjustments Approval Process

Include occupancy level to be established as part of the Zoning 
Adjustments review process.

1 Planning 78

1/31/2012 Tow Away Zones on MLK JR Way between 
Berkeley Way and Hearst Avenue (PDF)

Request that the City Manager consider possible parking and traffic 
configurations on the MLK block between University and Hearst Avenues 
that eliminate the need for commute hour Tow Away Zones.

4 Public Works 79
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Community Health Commission Work Plan 2016 
 
Guiding Philosophy: To look at health through the lens of equity, and to address, 
ameliorate, and abolish health inequities in Berkeley through our work while advancing 
other public health efforts. 
 
Mission/Purpose: 

1. Work with the community and the Berkeley Public Health Division to eliminate 
health inequity by: 

 

 Representing the community through the diversity of this commission 

 Advocating for good policy to council that has the potential to improve the 
health of Berkeley residents that can be implemented, monitored, and 
evaluated. 

 Increasing the public education/social marketing efforts, understanding, and 
awareness of issues 

 Advocating together with the residents of Berkeley most affected by 
institutional, social, organizational inequities/disparities  

 Being the bi-directional conduit of information and resources between 
community and PHD 

 
2. Achieve general public health progress by being responsive to community needs 

and facilitating general health and safety.  
 
Overall goals, issues & priorities: All issues can be addressed through a health 
equity lens.  
 

1. Make progress toward realizing an African American Holistic Resource Center 
2. Advocate for the expansion of the Heart-2-Heart Program 
3. Increase community access to healthy food while reducing unhealthy food 
4. Further address more social determinants of health, such as affordable housing 
5. Expand community communication to generate a more informed and engaged 

coalition 
6. Work to have community health data measures documented in a timely manner 

 
General steps and actions needed to meet priorities: 
 

1. Better follow up with council implementations  
2. Collaborate with other commissions to share resources and support 

recommendations 
3. Focused/specialized subcommittees / ad hoc sub committees (funnel 

intelligence/knowledge into smaller groups)   
4. Keep track of state policy and data flow  
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Specific steps and actions needed to meet priorities: 
 

 Subcommittees  
o Healthy Food Security 

 Identify food deserts 
 Connect communities with resources 
 Propose policies to mitigate unhealthy food consumption 
 Food surplus 
 Change perception of tossing food & poor hygiene 

 
o Policy tracking 

 Track City Council minutes, state, and national legislative actions 
 

o Health Equity Subcommittee 
 Continue work to get a resource center in South Berkeley 

 
o Chronic Disease Prevention 

 Focus on diabetes, heart disease 
 

o Structural/Institutional Inequity Issues Sub Committee 
 Wider scope than Health Equity Subcommittee to identify and address 

social determinants of health that are less proximate causes of health 
inequities 

 
o Public Education and Outreach 

 Continue efforts to share health information and empower the community 
 Collaborate with community partners 

 
o Novel subcommittees as needed to quickly address City Council referrals 

 
o Other subcommittees on issues that are not heavily addressed due to lower 

incidence rates, yet have high severity  
 Human trafficking 
 Neurological Conditions 

 
 Liaisons to other commissions 

o Housing Advisory Commission 
o Homeless Commission  
o Zero Waste Commission 
o Mental Health Commission 
o Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 
o Community Environmental Advisory  Commission 
o Sugar Sweetened Beverage Panel collaboration with regular meetings about 

progress 



FY 2017 Proposed Budget 

Update

May 10,  2016
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Council’s Budget Development Policies

1. Focusing on the long-term fiscal health of the City by 
adopting a two-year budget and conducting multi-year 
planning;

2. Building a prudent reserve;
3. Developing long-term strategies to reduce unfunded 

liabilities;
4. Controlling labor costs while minimizing layoffs;
5. Allocating one-time revenue for one-time expenses; 
6. Requiring enterprise and grant funds to balance, and new 

programs to pay for themselves; 
7. Any new expenditure requires new revenue or expenditure 

reduction;
8. Property Transfer Tax revenue in excess of $10.5 million will 

be treated as one-time revenue to be used for the City’s 
capital infrastructure needs; and

9. As the General Fund subsidy to the Safety Members Pension 
Fund declines over the next several years, the amount of the 
annual decrease will be used to help fund the new Police 
Employee Retiree Health Plan.
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FY 17 
General Fund Operating Budget Shortfall

FY 2017
Adopted Budget

FY 2017
Updated Budget

Revenues Expenditures Revenues Expenditures

$161.4M $161.5M $163.5M $165.2M
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FY 17 
Stability Budget (GF)

1-time solution

FY 2017
Updated Budget

Proposed 
FY 2017 Updated Budget

Revenues Expenditures Revenues Expenditures

$163.5M $165.2M $163.5M $163.5M
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FY 2017
General Fund Revenues by Type

$163.5M

Real Property
32%

Property 
Transfer 

Tax
6%Sales Tax

12%

Business 
License

10%

Hotel Tax 
4%

Utility Users 
Tax
9%

Auto License 
Fees
6%

Parking & 
Moving 

Violations
5%

Ambulance & 
Franchise 

Fees
4%

Transfers
5%

Other
7%
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FY 2017
General Fund Expenditure Allocation

General 
Government

17%

Economic 
Development

1%

Health, 
Housing & 
Community 

Services
9%

Public Safety
55%

Public Works & 
Planning

3%

Recreation
3%

CIP
3%

Community 
Agencies

4%

Debt & 
Transfers

5%

Attachment 7



7

General Fund Forecast (dollars in millions)

FY 2017 

Adopted 

FY 2017

Updated

FY 2018

Projected

FY 2019

Projected

FY 2020

Projected

Revenues 161.4 163.5 165.4 167.7 170.1

Expenditures 161.5 163.5 170.0 174.0 177.1

Operating 

Surplus/Shortfall

(0.1) 0 (4.6) (6.4) (7.6)
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General Fund Reserves

Attachment 7



9

FY 2017
All Funds Expenditure Allocation

General 

Government

9%

Economic 

Development

1%

Health, Housing 

& Community 

Svcs.

11%

Police

16% Fire

9%

Public Works

25%

Parks, 

Recreation & 

Waterfront

6%

Planning

4%

Library

5%
Rent Board

1%

Fund Transfers 

6%

Non-

Departmental

5%

Debt Service

2%
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Some Key Priorities for FY 2017

 ERP – FUND$ Replacement

 Strategic Plan

 Launch Website Redesign

 Expand Digital Records

 Reduce Homelessness

 Increase Affordable Housing

 Expand Mental Health Treatment for the 
Homeless

 Increase and Improve Transit for Seniors

 Complete Major Facility and Park Renovations at 
James Kenney

 Start Construction on Center Street Garage
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Budget Council Meetings

Date Council Meetings

May 10 City Manager’s Proposed FY 2017 Mid-biennial Budget 

Update/Public Hearing #1 

May 24 Public Hearing #2/Council Feedback on Budget

May 31 Council Feedback on Budget

June 28 Adopt FY 2017 Mid-biennial Budget Update/FY 2017 

Annual Appropriation Ordinance

Attachment 7



Discussion

Attachment 7



 
Community Health Commission 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099 
E-Mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info  Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager 

ACTION CALENDAR 
September 13, 2016 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Community Health Commission 

Submitted by:  Neal Nathan, Chairperson, Community Health Commission 

Subject: Oppose Sutter Health Corporation’s plans to cease operations at Alta Bates 
Hospital in Berkeley, and request seismic retrofit of current or alternate 
Berkeley Alta Bates campus 

RECOMMENDATION 
Adopt a resolution to oppose Sutter Health Corporation’s plans to cease operations at 
Alta Bates Hospital in Berkeley. Recommend that City Council convene a regional 
coalition to exert pressure on Sutter to restore full services at Alta Bates Hospital, 
including emergency medical services. 

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION 
Any fiscal impacts to Sutter are already covered by their multi-million bond issues that 
allot specific funds necessary for earthquake retrofit of Alta Bates. Allowing Sutter to 
eliminate most emergency and acute care services at Alta Bates will have a significant 
impact on funding of medical response by Berkeley, Albany, Ell Cerrito, Richmond, and 
other cities to the north due to increase travel and wait time at Summit. Ambulance 
transportation expenses will also increase for patients from Berkeley to Martinez. 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
Sutter plans to move the only non-membership emergency room between Vallejo and 
Oakland along the 80 corridor as they have already done with the cardiac and stroke 
care units. This will cause irreparable harm and potential loss of life to patients who will 
now have a longer commute to receive timely care. Fire department medical units 
already have to spend more time out of their cities and service area transporting 
patients to Summit. In the event of a major disaster (earthquake, wildland/urban 
interface fire, chemical explosion, multi-vehicle accident, etc.) less medical help will be 
available in cities other than Oakland. All current Emergency Rooms (ERs) already 
have significant wait times. This will be exacerbated if Sutter is allowed to move the 
Alta Bates ER to Oakland.  A regional effort must stop this dismantling of medical 
services and insist that Alta Bates remain a full service hospital. 

BACKGROUND 

On 2014, the Contra Costa Emergency Medical Services Agency prepared a report 
entitled "Impact Evaluation Report: Doctors Medical Center Potential Closure of 
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Emergency Services." The reason: On April 15, 2014, the Contra Costa Emergency 
Medical Services Agency received notice from Doctors Medical Center indicating that a 
potential closure of Emergency Services could occur as soon as 12 noon on July 25, 
2014. The purpose of this report is to assess the impact of the Emergency Department 
closure upon the community, including the impact on access to emergency care and 
the impact on emergency services provided by other entities such as ambulance, 
police, fire, and other area hospitals. The impact evaluation report has been submitted 
to State Department of Health Services in accordance with provisions of Health and 
Safety Code Section 1300. Authority to approve the suspension or cancellation of a 
special permit for emergency services rests with the State Department of Health 
Services. Authority to downgrade or close emergency or hospital services at Doctors 
Medical Center San Pablo rests with the West Contra Costa Healthcare District and 
Governing Board of Doctors Medical Center San Pablo. 

The key conclusions of that report were: 

a) The loss of DMC would be catastrophic to West Contra Costa County; it 
is one of only two hospitals in the region. 
b) DMC represents 79 % of the inpatient capacity in the region. 
c) DMC provides 59% of the ED care in the region. 
d) DMC receives 62% of the regional ambulance traffic. 
e) The remaining West County hospital would be inundated by this 
patient volume shift as DMC patients would need to go somewhere. 
f) The remaining hospital is part of Kaiser and the general public 
typically perceives it as unavailable to non-Kaiser members. 
g) The region already does not have enough needed ED treatment stations 
or ICU beds even with DMC. 
h) West County ED waiting times will likely reach 10-12 hours. 
i) Additional ambulance hours needed to maintain current EMS 
performance would cost $2.5 million annually. 
j) Critical infrastructure would be eliminated to support a disaster. 

 
Despite these conclusions, Doctor’s Hospital ER was allowed to close. We cannot 
allow this to happen again at Alta Bates. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
There are no identifiable environmental effects or opportunities associated with the 
subject of this report. 

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
The East Bay cannot afford the loss of another ER facility. If the Alta Bates ER is lost, 
our day-to-day emergency care as well as any reasonable response to a natural 
catastrophe would be severely limited. 

Attachment 8



Creation of regional coalition to assess provision of acute care services ACTION Calendar 
 September 13, 2016 

Page 3 

 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED 
The following alternative actions were considered: 

1) Allow Sutter to close the emergency services at Alta Bates campus to increase 
financial savings for the corporation. 

2) Accept increased adverse medical outcomes for local citizens.  

3) Encourage Sutter to purchase the remaining land at the Gill Tract in Albany to 
construct a replacement ER for Alta Bates. This location is more accessible for 
their service area than the current site of Alta Bates. 

CITY MANAGER 
The City Manager [TYPE ONE] concurs with / takes no position on the content and 
recommendations of the Commission’s Report. [OR] Refer to the budget process. 

Note:  If the City Manager does not (a) concur, (b) takes any other position, or (c) 
refer to the budget process, a council action report must be prepared. Indicate 
under the CITY MANAGER heading, “See companion report.” 

CONTACT PERSON 
Tanya Bustamante, Community Health Commission Secretary, Health, Housing, & 
Community Services Department, 981-5324. 

Attachments:  
1: Resolution   
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S. 
 

Resolution to Oppose Sutter Health Corporation’s Plans to Cease Operations at Alta 
Bates Hospital in Berkeley, and Request Seismic Retrofit of Current or Alternate 

Location 
 
WHEREAS, Alta Bates Summit Medical Center, has been providing “full service” 
Acute Care hospital services in Berkeley, the East Bay, and on the Interstate 80 
corridor since 1955; and 

 

WHEREAS, Alta Bates Summit Medical Center is licensed for 944 acute care beds 
with more than half of them at Alta Bates’ Berkeley facility; and 

 

WHEREAS, Alta Bates Summit Medical Center’s Berkeley facility is crucial for 
providing timely healthcare services for the people of Berkeley and cities beyond 
Berkeley’s border; and 

 
WHEREAS, from 2002 through 2015, records from CA’s Office of Statewide Health 
Planning and Development, OSHPD, revealed very high utilization of acute care 
services at Alta Bates’ Berkeley facility, including: 

 1,226,268 days that hospital beds were occupied;  
 559,136 days patients were treated in Medical units; 
 228,498 days babies treated in Neonatal Intensive Care; 
 103,157 babies delivered;  
 111,946 admissions through the Emergency Departments; 
 73,612 adult Critical Care patients treated; and 

 
WHEREAS, these numbers do not reflect the full scope of the amount of patients 
treated at the Berkeley facility because census data reported to CA’s OSHPD agency 
does not include patients in “observation” status despite stays of up to 48 hours with 
“observation” patients; and 
 
WHEREAS, these numbers reflect only Berkeley and not the Alta Bates Summit 
census data at the Oakland Summit site; and 
 
WHEREAS, in spite of this, Sutter Health Corporation has announced its intention to 
dramatically reduce services by closing the Alta Bates’ Berkeley facility in light of 
SB1953, using the new seismic standards in part as an excuse to justify consolidating 
services at Summit Center in Oakland, three miles away; and 
 
WHEREAS, the consolidation of hospital services results in loss of services as 
happened when Alta Bates Hospital merged with Summit Medical Center in 2000, and 
despite Sutter Health arguing that services would be enhanced, not reduced, when 
many in the community opposed the merger at that time, Alta Bates Summit 
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afterwards experienced the loss of many services in the past 15 years, 
overwhelmingly at the Alta Bates campus; and 

 
WHEREAS, the national average for bed capacity per 1000 residents is 2.6 beds, 
Alameda County’s bed capacity is at 1.8 beds and neighboring Contra Costa at 1.4 beds, 
a figure that does not reflect the final phase of the 2015 closure of Doctor’s Medical 
Center in San Pablo; and  
 
WHEREAS, many hospital departments are often at capacity, and all of the local 
Emergency Departments already have large delays in service, which will only be 
exacerbated by the merging of the two full-service Acute Care Hospitals with their 
Emergency Departments to one Oakland location, increasing even further wait and 
admission times; and 
 
WHEREAS, the University of California, with its 35,000 students depends heavily on 
hospital services at the Alta Bates campus, including the Alta Bates Emergency 
Department in proximately to campus, to address the students’ life-threatening illnesses 
and injuries, and need for medical care; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Berkeley, North Alameda, West Contra Costa area recently suffered 
the closure of an acute care hospital in San Pablo, and the loss of hospital services 
as a result (see Exhibit A), and further, is subject to severe earthquakes, frequent 
urban interface with wild fires, industrial chemical releases and mass traffic 
casualties—all of which require emergency services; and 
 
WHEREAS, when Berkeley’s first responders are mandated to travel to Summit Campus 
in Oakland, they are unavailable for service for the rest of Berkeley for prolonged periods 
of time presenting a significant danger to the lives of Berkeley residents, and forcing an 
unacceptable standard of healthcare upon them; and 
 
WHEREAS, numerous studies of “plant closures” have shown the ripple effect of the 
closures of relocations of corporations on the community, impacting an array of 
businesses including family-owned business, with losses often doubling or tripling those 
who either lost jobs or had to relocate; and 
 
WHEREAS, healthcare studies bear out the fact that when access to healthcare is made 
more difficult, patients often delay healthcare but also stop seeking the care that is 
necessary; and  
 
WHEREAS, the stated mission of corporate Sutter Health is to “Enhance the well-being 
of people in the communities we serve through a not-for-profit commitment to 
compassion and excellences” in health care services; and 
 
WHEREAS, Sutter Health as a non-profit corporation has paid no property or other taxes 

Attachment 8



Creation of regional coalition to assess provision of acute care services ACTION Calendar 
 September 13, 2016 

Page 6 

at its Alta Bates Hospital in Berkeley but has highly profitable net revenues, while the 
total assets of its non-profit corporate parent Sutter Health grow substantively each year, 
as shown: 

 2011 $3,124,343,949; 
 2012 $3,784, 610, 021;  
 2013 $5,062,427,843; and 

 
WHEREAS, Sutter Health needs to live up to its stated mission, be held accountable for 
its actions, and provide the necessary healthcare for Berkeley residents, and must not 
be allowed to put profits before lives nor endanger the residents of Berkeley; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Berkeley City Council has a role and responsibility to provide resources 
to the public to promote and protect its health with no regional body researching the 
health needs of the greater community. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the 
City of Berkeley oppose Sutter Health Corporation’s plan to close its acute care services 
at Alta Bates Hospital and calls upon Sutter Health to cease and desist all actions in 
furtherance of any and all plans to close Alta Bates. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council request Sutter Health to 
begin seismically retrofitting a full care and acute services Alta Bates Campus in Berkeley 
that meets the standards of SB1953, and if possible ensure sustainable green building. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council request the City 
Attorney to investigate the actions taken by Sutter Health and initiate proceedings, 
whenever warranted, under relevant statutes. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council shall establish open 
forums to inform and educate Berkeley residents of Sutter Health’s intent to seismically 
retrofit Berkeley’s Alta Bates facility; shall ensure the residents of Berkeley are notified 
of any and all forums under the City of Berkeley’s purview; and ensure a full service 
acute care general hospital for future generations. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, City Council, and City Departments pledge 
to cooperate fully to facilitate this process such that it is expedited. 
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[Commission Name] 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099 
E-mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info  Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager 

[CONSENT OR ACTION] 
CALENDAR 
[Meeting Date (MM dd, yyyy)] 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Community Environmental Advisory Commission 

Submitted by:  Benjamin Gould, Chairperson, CEAC 

Subject: Draft- Cigarette Butt Pollution Prevention 

RECOMMENDATION 
Direct the City Manager to: 
 a) Enact a pilot program to place ten receptacles for cigarette disposal in the 

downtown area. Receptacles should exhibit language or imagery about the 
environmental hazard of cigarette butt litter; and  

 b) Post additional no-smoking signs and maps in the downtown area, including, but 
not       limited to, at bus stops, on sidewalks, and walls; 

 c)       Post maps along the sidewalk and on line to clarify smoke-free zones in Berkeley;  
 d) c)       Develop a partnering agreement with either the Downtown Berkeley Association 

or a nonprofit group such as Building Opportunities for Self Sufficiency (BOSS) for 
maintenance of the receptacles; 

 e) d) Identify and study potential funding sources and methods that would, if successful, 
expand the pilot into a full program. 

  
SUMMARY   
At the urging of Save the Bay, City Council has requested that CEAC explore ways to 
substantially reduce cigarette butt litter washing into the Ba. This Recommendation is 
for a focused pilot program that provides street-side receptacles downtown to collect 
cigarette butts along with new signage that informs the public about existing smoking 
restrictions and environmental harm associated with butt pollution.  Similar receptacles 
and signage are already in use in Santa Cruz and Belmont. The pilot program includes 
partnering with select local nonprofit social assistance organizations to maintain the 
receptacles for maintenance. While the receptacles are reasonably priced, partnering 
will be key to keep costs down.  With the success of the pilot, a further, longer term 
funding source should be in place or under development,  spearheaded by CEAC 
members, either through grant support (such as with Keep America Beautiful) or 
through an ordinance to place a modest fee on the sale of tobacco products.   
 
BACKGROUND 
Every day in the greater Bay Area thousands of cigarette butts are casually flicked onto 
the streets where they will eventually be washed into storm drains that empty into the 
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Bay. In 2005, an estimated 135 million pounds of cigarette butts were discarded as litter 
in the United States. These items are considered to be the most common form of toxic 
waste found in Coastal Cleanups. On Coastal Cleanup Day, September 19, 2015, a 
total of 6,868 cigarette butts were collected on the Berkeley, Albany and Emeryville 
shoreline. Cigarette butt litter ultimately washes into storm drains and is then carried 
into the San Francisco Bay where it harms marine life. 
 
Most of us see cigarette butt litter along the curbside, in gutters, doorways and bus 
shelters. Though small individually, the butts are filters made of cellulose acetate, a 
plastic that persists in the environment, and is considered toxic from concentrating 
combusted tobacco.  Separate from discouraging the practice of smoking to promote 
better human health, there is an environmental need to reduce the amount of cigarette 
butt litter that ends up in our waterways and Bay, as well as an aesthetic desire to rid 
our streets and public spaces of this unsightly form of toxic waste.  
 
Many of us can name localized areas in downtown Berkeley and elsewhere in the City 
where there seems to be a particularly frequent occurrence of cigarette butt litter.  The 
Berkeley Downtown Ambassadors have already taken steps to address tobacco-related 
problems within its boundaries. While many butts are removed by the Berkeley Street 
Cleaning Ambassadors who sweep the sidewalks and curbsides every day, there 
remain areas that are not as frequently cleaned.  Butts can be found on the ground 
without too much searching, especially outside of UC Extension on Berkeley Way, for 
example, where students tend to congregate. 
 
As part of the pilot program, it has been proposed that the City Manager arrange that 
trained Cleaning Ambassadors assume the responsibility of emptying the cigarette butt 
receptacles as well, on a regular schedule to relieve the added burden on Department 
of Public Works staff.  The extra duty could come with relatively modest additional 
compensation. 

Existing Smoking Restrictions 
To protect the health of everyone who uses Berkeley’s public areas, the City Council 
passed expanded smoking restrictions that came into effect on May 22, 2008 that 
created smoke-free commercial zones. Then on May 1, 2014, smoking became 
prohibited in all multi-family units in the City.  
 
Smoking is currently NOT permitted in the following locations: 

● ALL commercial zones;  
● Parks and recreation areas; 
● Service lines and waiting areas such as ATMs, bus stops and cab stands;  
● Within 50 feet of doorways and windows of health care facilities, mental health 

facilities, child or adult care facilities, and senior centers; 
● Within 25 feet of doorways and windows of any building open to the public. 
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Recent City Council Activity 
On February 24, 2015, the City Council requested that the Community Environmental 
Advisory Commission (CEAC) explore different forms of public outreach that would help 
reduce cigarette butt litter that is vulnerable of flowing into the Bay via our storm drains. 

On March 8, 2016, the City Council requested that the CEAC explore an ordinance 
similar to the San Francisco Cigarette Litter Abatement Fee. CEAC expects to present a 
proposed ordinance later this year but requests the Council go forward with the 
development and implementation of the proposed pilot program and accompanying litter 
abatement partnering activities and programs (part two of the Recommendation). 
 

PROPOSED RECEPTACLE PROGRAM 
The City of Santa Cruz has been working with Save Our Shores, a nonprofit marine 
conservation organization, to place stainless steel cigarette receptacles in high volume 
smoking areas. Since the start of the program the receptacles, which hold up to 2,000 
cigarette butts each, have successfully decreased the volume of cigarette butt litter by 
an average of 50-70 percent. To further expand their success, Santa Cruz has been 
offering a $200-250 rebate to businesses that would like to buy, install and maintain a 
cigarette butt receptacle on their property. The program is currently funded by Santa 
Cruz’s Measure E (Clean River, Beaches, and Oceans Fund). 

The City of Belmont1also has a program in place that reduces the amount of cigarette 
butt litter on its streets, with funding from a grant from Keep America Beautiful, and 
partnering with the County of San Mateo which has its own cigarette litter prevention 
program. They have placed a number of stainless steel cylindrical receptacles called 
global units in locations where they have observed high concentration of butt litter. The 
receptacles are accompanied by signs that say, “No Butts, Keep It Clean” and a link to 
www.flowtobay.org. They have also posted additional signs without accompanying 
receptacles to ensure the message receives wide exposure. (See attachment A) 

The City of Belmont purchased their receptacles from Eco-Pop Designs in Pacifica. The 
receptacles were $350.00 each, pole mount hardware was $25.00, and wall mount 
hardware was $15.00.The receptacle is made from type 316 stainless steel with a 
minimum of 65% recycled content. The inner container holds 500 cigarette butts and is 
serviced by removing the inner container from the bottom, which is held in place with a 
keyed alike cam lock. The inside of the main container has a lava rock heat shield to 
deflect any heat from inside the unit to the outside.  We believe these receptacles would 
work well installed in Downtown Berkeley as well. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION 
The pilot program CEAC recommends includes purchasing ten global units. Examples 
of Belmont’s receptacles are shown in Attachment A.  

                                            
1 http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/public-works/environmental/cigarette-butt-litter-
prevention/receptacle-sign-locations 
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Each receptacle costs about $400.  City planners would need to scope the pilot project 
area to identify the best places for the 10 receptacles, and then install ten of them, 
requiring two to three days of staff time. The receptacles would then be serviced 
(emptied) by the Downtown ambassadors or equivalent, on a regular schedule that 
would be based on how rapidly the receptacles fill with butts.  
That’s 10 X $400 = $4000, plus staff time to purchase, site, and install the receptacles. 
 
 
The funds for the pilot program may need to come directly from the City. City Council 
has asked the CEAC to explore the possibility of a cigarette and tobacco litter ordinance 
in which tobacco product sales incur a fee that would be used to fund the 
implementation of the measures and actions proposed in this Recommendation, as a 
long term program. 
 
 
 Additional Signage 

CEAC finds that additional signage within Berkeley should help improve the visibility 
and awareness of our smoke free zones. 

Enforcement 

The ease and proximity of receptacles for lit cigarette butt disposal can make a big 
difference in reducing butt litter. The receptacles also can facilitate law enforcement in 
that police can provide guidance on appropriate cigarette disposal along with stiff 
warnings (rather than citations) when they approach smokers. 

Full Trash Capture Storm Drain Collection 

In 2014, the City of Berkley participated in the Bay Area-wide Trash Capture 
Demonstration Project administered by the Association of Bay Area Governments 
(ABAG). The Department of Public Works installed a total of 14 full trash capture 
screens along Euclid between Hearst and Cedar as a part of the Clean Stormwater 
Program. Public Works continues to maintain these screens. There remain many storm 
drains in Berkeley that do not have trash capture screens. To advance compliance with 
the terms of the City’s current NPDES permit for storm water, the City should consider 
steadily expanding this program. 

Partnering Opportunities for Street Clean up and/or Receptacle Maintenance  

With some dedicated staff time, the City could potentially partner with one or more of 
the programs below, to reduce and prevent unsightly and toxic cigarette butt litter as 
part of this proposed pilot project in Downtown Berkeley. 

Downtown Streets Team is a non-profit organization that aims to end homelessness in 
San Rafael, San Jose, Sunnyvale and Palo Alto. Their participants, who are homeless 
or at risk of becoming homeless, engage in city beautification programs such as trash 
collection including collecting cigarette butts. In return, they receive a non-cash stipend 
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to cover their housing needs and access resources that help them find long-term 
housing and employment. Downtown Streets Team is slowly expanding to other cities in 
the Bay Area. 

Berkeley already has a similar program through their Cleaning Ambassadors, who 
regularly clear litter and wash sidewalks and public spaces in the downtown area.  

In addition, Berkeley also has The Clean City Program in partnership with the 
Department of Public Works and Building Opportunities for Self Sufficiency (BOSS).   
This program temporarily employs homeless individuals to clean our City streets.  

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
Cigarette butts are toxic and non-biodegradable, and are one of the most common 
discarded pieces of waste worldwide. They accumulate in gutters and flow into storm 
drains that pollute the Bay and present a threat to wildlife and our environment. 
 
The City of Berkeley can help mitigate the impact cigarette butts have on the 
appearance of our urban environment by implementing further forms of awareness, 
education, and provide receptacles to dispose of cigarettes safely and cleanly rather 
than on the ground. 

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
In California, cigarette butts make up 34 percent of the total waste collected in 
California; as such, the California Department of Public Health’s Tobacco Control 
Program states that California public agencies spend in excess of $41 million annually 
cleaning up litter. The Regional Water Quality Control Board is requiring the City of 
Berkeley to reduce its storm water trash by 70% by July 2017, achieving zero trash in 
the storm drain system by the year 2022.  
 
In 2009, San Francisco conducted a study of the impact of tobacco waste in San 
Francisco streets and found that tobacco waste accounted for 25 percent of all litter. It 
was estimated that cigarette butt waste cleanup costs San Francisco $6 million 
annually. Accordingly, implementing preventive measures to curb litter can save the City 
money on litter clean up.  
 
With the widespread establishment and expansion of smoke-free zones public cigarette 
receptacles and ashtrays, once common, have become sparse and rare. Recent 
ordinances have forced most smokers out of buildings in search of space where 
smoking is tolerated. These spaces where people seek to light up often have no 
facilities for safe and slightly butt disposal so they end up in the landscaping, on the 
sidewalk or in the street. Cigar tips and cigarette butt litter necessitate additional 
sidewalk and street sweeping and greenway and park maintenance. Often affected 
residents and businesses end up either paying for or taking it upon themselves to pick 
up the unsightly buttes.  
If we separate the quest to discourage smoking altogether from the quest to prevent 
litter, we end up accommodating smokers while not explicitly encouraging smoking, so 
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that those who have not yet quit or insist on continuing to smoke, will not be forced to 
litter as is the situation presently. 

Installing cigarette butt receptacles could provide an opportunity to reduce toxic, 
unsightly litter on Downtown Berkeley streets, and for the accompanying placement of 
more signage and website reference to inform the public about the environmental 
hazards of cigarette butt litter and about Berkeley’s smoke-free zoning. The outreach 
program can also promote information about where to go for assistance with quitting the 
tobacco habit altogether. A pilot project will enable the City to evaluate the success of 
this proposal before significant funds are invested. 

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED 
CEAC considered a full receptacle program, but decided on a pilot program to reduce 
costs and better test its effectiveness on reducing cigarette litter. 

CITY MANAGER 
The City Manager [TYPE ONE] concurs with / takes no position on the content and 
recommendations of the Commission’s Report. [OR] Refer to the budget process. 

Note:  If the City Manager does not (a) concur, (b) takes any other position, or (c) 
refer to the budget process, a council action report must be prepared. Indicate 
under the CITY MANAGER heading, “See companion report.” 

CONTACT PERSON 
Nabil Al-Hadithy, Hazardous Materials Manager, Planning and Development, (510) 981 
7460 
 

Attachments:  
1: Photos of City of Belmont’s Cigarette Butt Receptacles and Signage 
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THE CALIFORNIA HEALTHCARE,  
RESEARCH AND PREVENTION  

TOBACCO TAX ACT OF 2016 
	

	

Protect kids. 
Fight cancer. 
If you don’t smoke, you don’t pay. 

OUR COALITION 
 

 
 
Blue Shield of California 
California Dental Association 
California Hospital Association 
California Medical Association 
NextGen California 
SEIU California 
 
AltaMed 
American Academy of Pediatrics California 
Breathe CA 
California Academy of Family Physicians 
California Academy of Preventive Medicine 
Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids 
Common Sense Kids Action 
Courage Campaign 
Health Access California 
March of Dimes 
Planned Parenthood Affiliates of California 
Sierra Club 
 

SaveLivesCA.com 

The California Healthcare, Research and Prevention Tobacco Tax Act 
of 2016 will increase California’s cigarette tax by $2 per pack, with an 
equivalent increase on products containing nicotine derived from 
tobacco, including e-cigarettes. The American Cancer Society Cancer 
Action Network, American Heart Association and American Lung 
Association in California are standing up to Big Tobacco to save lives 
and help smokers quit. This initiative: 
 

• Saves lives. Smoking is the number one cause of preventable 
death in California.1 This initiative will save lives by preventing 
kids from getting hooked on tobacco, improving health care, 
and fighting cancer and other tobacco-related diseases.  

• Counters Big Tobacco’s predatory attempts to hook a new 
generation of smokers. Thousands of youth become addicted 
to tobacco each year.2 Now tobacco companies are targeting 
kids with candy-flavored electronic cigarettes containing 
nicotine. It has been proven that higher tobacco taxes reduce 
teen smoking.3  

• Asks smokers to pay their fair share to improve health care 
and fight cancer. This is simply a user fee on those who 
continue smoking. It will mean smokers help pay for cancer 
treatment, smoking prevention, health care, and research to 
fight cancer and other tobacco-related diseases.  

 
This initiative will save lives. 
Cancer and other tobacco-related diseases kill more people than car 
accidents, murder, suicide, alcohol, illegal drugs, and AIDS combined.4 
This $2 per pack user fee on tobacco will save lives by preventing kids 
from getting hooked on tobacco, improving health care, helping people 
quit smoking, and researching cures for cancer and other tobacco-
related diseases. 
 
Increasing the tobacco tax will reduce teen smoking. 
Studies show that 90 percent of smokers start as teens.5 Nearly 17,000 
California kids get hooked on smoking every year and half of them will 
eventually die from tobacco-related illnesses.6 Now the tobacco 
industry is targeting kids for a lifetime of addiction with candy-flavored 
electronic cigarettes containing nicotine. Teen use of e-cigarettes grew 
10 fold in the past five years.7 Teens who use e-cigarettes are three 
times more likely to start smoking traditional cigarettes within a year.8 
 
It has been proven that higher tobacco taxes reduce teen smoking, yet 
California’s tobacco tax is among the lowest in the nation. This 
initiative will prevent more children and teens from becoming addicted 
to nicotine. 
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Paid for by Save Lives California, a coalition of Doctors, Dentists, Health 
Plans, Labor, Hospitals, and Non-profit Health Advocate Organizations. 
Major funding by California State Council of Service Employees Issues 
Committee and California Medical Association.	

This user fee asks smokers to pay their fair share to improve health care and fight cancer. 
Because of smoking, California taxpayers spend $3.5 billion dollars each year on treating cancer and 
other tobacco-related diseases through Medi-Cal.9 The majority of funds generated by this tobacco tax 
will be used to improve existing health care programs, prevent smoking, and fund research into cancer 
and other tobacco-related diseases. 
 
Tough transparency and accountability measures keep Sacramento bureaucrats and politicians 
from diverting funds. 
This initiative protects our interests by prohibiting bureaucrats and politicians from using the funds 
raised through this tobacco tax for any purposes other than those explicitly laid out in the measure. It 
strictly limits administrative spending to no more than 5 percent of the revenue generated by the tax. It 
also requires biennial audits by the nonpartisan State Auditor and that reports be made available to the 
public. 
																																																								
1 Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, Toll of Tobacco in California. https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/facts_issues/toll_us/california 
2 American Lung Association, “Why Kids Start.” http://www.lung.org/stop-smoking/about-smoking/preventing-smoking/why-kids-start.html 
3 Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, “Raising State Cigarette Taxes Always Increases State Revenues (and Always Reduces Smoking).” 
http://tobaccofreekids.org/research/factsheets/pdf/0098.pdf. 
4 Richert, Catharine, “Claims that smoking kills more people annually than other dangerous activities combined: True,” PolitiFact, June 29, 
2009. http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2009/jun/29/george-will/claims-smoking-kills-more-people-annually-other-da/. 
5 SAMHSA, calculated based on data in 2012 National Survey on Drug Use and Health. 
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/research/factsheets/pdf/0127.pdf. 
6 Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, “Toll of Tobacco in California.” https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/facts_issues/toll_us/california. 
7 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), “No decline in overall youth tobacco use since 2011,” Apr. 14, 2016, 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2016/p0414-youth-tobacco.html. 
8 California Department of Public Health, “Kids,” http://stillblowingsmoke.org/#kids 
9 Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, “Toll of Tobacco in California.” https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/facts_issues/toll_us/california. 
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A

Politics

Billionaire-backed campaign launched to raise
California’s tobacco tax

By Patrick McGreevy

MAY 17, 2016, 12:05 AM  | REPORTING FROM SACRAMENTO

coalition of health groups has launched a new campaign to ask voters in November to
increase California's tax on cigarettes by $2 per pack, this time enlisting deep-pocket supporters to
counter a tobacco industry that blocked several attempts in the past.

Billionaire Tom Steyer, who was the nation’s largest individual political donor in 2014, spending $74 million
that year, is leading the campaign for the tobacco tax. He has funneled $1 million into collecting signatures to
qualify the measure for the Nov. 8 ballot.

“This is a historic opportunity to make an advance in public health,” Steyer said Monday, standing with some 20
supporters in front of the San Diego County Registrar of Voters Office. “[Tobacco use] is the number one cause
of preventable death in California and we can save thousands of lives and billions of dollars by doing this.”

Philanthropist and environmentalist Tom Steyer speaks to the Center for American Progress' second annual Policy Conference in
Washington in 2014. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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See more of our top stories on Facebook >>

The hedge-fund manager and environmental activist is seen as a possible candidate for governor in 2018, and
the tobacco tax measure should raise his profile with state voters.

The coalition, which also includes the American Cancer Society, the American Heart Assn., the American Lung
Assn. and the Service Employees International Union, began Monday to turn in one million signatures it says
it has collected to raise the tax on all tobacco products, including electronic cigarettes.

The coalition needs the signatures of 585,407 registered voters to qualify the measure for the ballot. More than
a dozen cardboard boxes containing petitions were stacked behind speakers at the press conference.

The tobacco industry is expected to fight the initiative as it has past attempts.

“We oppose large targeted tobacco and e-vapor taxes,” said David Sutton, a spokesman for tobacco giant Altria,
on Monday. “We are reviewing the initiative and considering our options.”

Interested in the stories shaping California? Sign up for the free Essential California newsletter
>>

California has the 36th lowest state tobacco tax in the country — 87 cents per pack — which is far behind New
York, where the tax is $4.35 a pack. California’s tobacco tax has not been increased since 1998.

Steyer said supporters of the initiative once again face a “David and Goliath situation” against the tobacco
industry.

“The tobacco companies have successfully defeated 18 attempts in a row to raise the tax on tobacco,” he said,
adding that the new coalition is strong, too.

The tobacco industry defeated initiatives in 2006 and 2012, spending $66 million to defeat the 2006 measure
for which supporters spent $14 million. Several pieces of legislation have also failed to move out of the
Legislature over the years.

So far, the Save Lives California Coalition has raised $7 million since last year, mostly to conduct the petition
drive.

Others who have so far pitched in at least $1 million each to the campaign include the California Dental Assn.,
California Medical Assn., California State Council of Service Employees Issues Committee and California Assn.
of Hospitals and Health Systems.

If approved by voters, the tax would generate $1 billion annually, with much of it going to Medi-Cal coverage for
low-income Californians, as well as treatment of tobacco-related diseases and programs to reduce smoking.

Cancer and other tobacco-related diseases kill more people than car accidents, murder, suicide, alcohol, illegal
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drugs, and AIDS combined, said Steven Larson, a physician and president of the California Medical Assn.

“The heart of this initiative is simple: Taxing tobacco saves lives,” Larson said. “Taxing tobacco gets people to
quit smoking and prevents others from ever starting. The only people who will pay are those who smoke. If you
don’t smoke, you don’t pay.”

ALSO

From marijuana laws to paper bags, Californians could see up to 18 propositions on the
November ballot

Tom Steyer donates $1 million to California initiative to raise tobacco tax

Updates from Sacramento

patrick.mcgreevy@latimes.com

Follow @mcgreevy99 on Twitter

Copyright © 2016, Los Angeles Times
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CHC AGENDA ITEM SUBMISSION TIMELINE FOR 2016 
 

CHC Meeting 
Date 
(Thursdays) 

Agenda Items 
due to 
Commission 
Secretary  

Secretary 
Reviews Final 
Agenda with 
Dr. Janet 
Berreman 

Secretary 
submits 
agenda for 
posting  

6/23 
 

Wed 6/15  
by Noon 

Thurs 6/16 
by 4 pm 

Fri 6/17  
by 10am 

7/28 
 

Wed 7/20  
by Noon 

Thurs 7/21  
by 4 pm 

Fri 7/22  
by 10am 

9/22 
 

Wed 9/14  
by Noon 

Thurs 9/15  
by 4 pm 

Fri 9/16 
by 10am 

10/27 
 

Wed 10/19  
by Noon 

Thurs 10/20  
by 4 pm 

Fri 10/21  
by 10am 

11/17* 
 

Tues 11/8  
by Noon 

Wed 11/9  
by 4 pm 

Thurs 11/10  
by 10am 

 * Meeting will be held on 4th Thursday due to Thanksgiving Holiday 
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COUNCIL ITEM SUBMISSION TIMELINE FOR 2016 

 

City Council 
Meeting 
Date 

Commission 
needs to take 
action by 
(Commission 
meeting dates) 

Reports due 
to HHCS 
Director 

Commission items 

7/12 4/28 5/19  BMC enabling 
legislation 

7/19 4/28 
 

5/26  African American 
Holistic Resource 
Center  
 

Summer Recess 

9/13 5/26, 6/23 
 

7/21  

9/20 6/23 7/28  

9/27 7/28 8/4  

10/18 7/28 8/25  

11/1 7/28 9/8  

11/15 7/28 9/22  

11/29 9/22 10/6  

12/13 9/22 10/20  
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