
 

 

2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor, Berkeley, CA  94704    Tel: 510. 981.5400    TDD: 510.981.6903    Fax: 510. 981.5450 

E-mail: mkatz@CityofBerkeley.info   

Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 

 
AGENDA 

Wednesday, August 31, 2022 
6:30 PM 

 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY 
THROUGH VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE  

Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on 
March 17, 2020, this meeting of the Housing Advisory Commission will be conducted 
exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that 
pursuant to the Executive Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public by 
limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a 
physical meeting location available.  

To access the meeting remotely using the internet: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, 
iPhone, or Android device: Use URL –https://zoom.us/j/4863098496 

If you do not wish for your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop down menu 
and click on "rename" to rename yourself to be anonymous. To request to speak, use 
the “raise hand” icon on the screen. To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-6833 and Enter 
Meeting ID: 486 309 8496. If you wish to comment during the public comment portion 
of the agenda, press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Chair. 

 
Preliminary Matters 

1. Roll Call  
2. Agenda Approval 
3. Public Comment 

 
Update/Action Items 
The Commission may take action related to any subject listed on the agenda, except 
where noted. 
 
Berkeley Community Action Agency Board Business  
 

4. Approve minutes from the 6/15/2022 Regular Meeting (Attachment A) – All 
 

5. Discussion of Recommendation to Extend Community Agency Contracts for One 
Year at Existing Levels and Postpone the Community Agency Request for 
Proposal (RFP) Until FY 2024 (Attachment B)– Staff  

 
6. Review City of Berkeley funded agency Program and Financial reports 

(Attachment C) — Staff  
 

a. Multicultural Institute Lifeskills program and financial reports 
 
Other Discussion Items 
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7. Discussion and possible action regarding a mechanism for City employees and 
service providers to communicate (Attachment D)– Commissioner Behm-
Steinberg 

 
8. Subcommittee for prevention and ending of homelessness in Berkeley update 

and possible action on communication to Council – Commissioners Bookstein, 
Lippman, Omodele  
 

9. Subcommittee on Alta Bates update – Commissioners Bookstein, Omodele 
 

10. Discussion and possible action regarding senior housing and programs – 
Commissioner Bookstein 

 

11. Discussion and possible action regarding a site visit to the Pathways facility – 
Commissioner Behm-Steinberg  
 

12. Discussion and possible action regarding draft Council item “Requirements for 
Contracted Non-Profit Service Providers and Transparency of Grant Reports” – 
Commissioner Behm-Steinberg (Attachment E) 
 

13. Discussion and possible action regarding draft Council item “Eligibility for Service 
as a Representative of the Poor” – Commissioner Behm-Steinberg (Attachment 
F) 
 

14. Discussion and possible action regarding draft Council item “Accessibility and 
Availability of Materials on City Website” – Commissioner Behm-Steinberg 
(Attachment G) 

 
15. Review latest City Council meeting agenda 

 
16. Announcements 

17. Future Agenda Items 

 
Adjournment 
 
 
Attachments 
A. Draft Minutes of the 6/15/2022 Meeting 
B. Recommendation to Extend Community Agency Contracts for One Year at 
Existing Levels and Postpone the Community Agency Request for Proposal (RFP) Until 
FY 2024 
C. Program and financial reports from Multicultural Institute 
D. Draft Council item “Project Wiki for City Staff and contracted agencies to share 
information”  
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E. Draft Council item “Requirements for Contracted Non-Profit Service Providers 
and Transparency of Grant Reports” 
F. Draft Council item “Eligibility for Service as a Representative of the Poor” 
G. Draft Council item “Accessibility and Availability of Materials on City Website” 
 

Review City Council Meeting Agenda at City Clerk Dept. or 
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/citycouncil 

 
Communications 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of the City’s 
electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  Please note: e-mail addresses, names, 
addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City 
board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-mail address 
or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service or in 
person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee.  If you do not want your contact information 
included in the public record, please do not include that information in your communication.  Please contact the 
secretary to the relevant board, commission or committee for further information.  Any writings or documents provided 
to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at 
Housing and Community Services Department located at 2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor. 
 
This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-related accommodation(s) to 
participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the Disability Services specialist at 981-
6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD) at least three business days before the meeting date.  Please refrain from wearing 
scented products to this meeting. 
 
Secretary:   
Mary-Claire Katz 
Health, Housing & Community Services Department 
510-981-5414 
mkatz@CityofBerkeley.info  

 
Mailing Address: 
Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 
Mary-Claire Katz, Secretary 
2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
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2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor, Berkeley, CA  94704    Tel: 510. 981.5400    TDD: 510.981.6903    Fax: 510. 981.5450 
E-mail: mkatz@CityofBerkeley.info   

Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
Wednesday, June 15, 2022 

6:30 PM 
 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY 
THROUGH VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE  
Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on 
March 17, 2020, this meeting of the Housing Advisory Commission will be conducted 
exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that 
pursuant to the Executive Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public by 
limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a 
physical meeting location available.  
To access the meeting remotely using the internet: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, 
iPhone, or Android device: Use URL –https://zoom.us/j/4863098496 

If you do not wish for your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop-down menu 
and click on "rename" to rename yourself to be anonymous. To request to speak, use 
the “raise hand” icon on the screen. To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-6833 and Enter 
Meeting ID: 486 309 8496. If you wish to comment during the public comment portion 
of the agenda, press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Chair. 
 
Preliminary Matters 

1. Roll Call  
Present: Behm-Steinberg, Bookstein, Omodele, Sim, Sood, Lippman. 
Absent: None. 
Quorum: 4 (Attended: 6) 
Staff Present: Mary-Claire Katz. 
Public Present: None. 

 
2. Agenda Approval 

a. Agenda item 11 removed. 
  

3. Public Comment 
a. None  

 
Update/Action Items 
The Commission may take action related to any subject listed on the agenda, except 
where noted. 
 
Berkeley Community Action Agency Board Business  
 

4. Approve minutes from the 5/18/2022 Regular Meeting (Attachment A) – All 
Action: M/S/C (Sood/Omodele) to approve the minutes with edits. 
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Vote: Ayes – Behm-Steinberg, Bookstein, Lippman, Omodele, Sim, Sood; Noes 
– None; Abstain – None; Absent – None. 
 
 

5. Review City of Berkeley Single Audit (Attachment B) – All  
No action taken. 
 

6. Review City of Berkeley funded agency Program and Financial reports 
(Attachment C) — Staff  

a. East Bay Community Law Center program and financial reports 
No action taken.  

 
Other Discussion Items 

7. Discussion and possible action regarding ways in which the HWCAC can support 
City staff in ensuring that agencies are performing the services they are 
contracted for and that there is a clear process for complaints or concerns from 
clients – Commissioner Sood 
No action taken. 
 

8. Discussion and possible action regarding a mechanism for City employees and 
service providers to communicate – Commissioner Behm-Steinberg 
No action taken. 

 
9. Subcommittee for prevention and ending of homelessness in Berkeley update 

and possible action on communication to Council – Commissioners Bookstein, 
Lippman, Omodele  
No action taken. 
 

10. Subcommittee on Alta Bates update – Commissioners Bookstein, Omodele 
No action taken. 
 

11. Discussion and possible action on communication to Council regarding Easy 
Does It lapse in services – Commissioner Behm-Steinberg  
Agenda item removed. 

 
12. Discussion and possible action regarding senior housing and programs – 

Commissioner Bookstein 
No action taken. 
 

13. Discuss potential infrastructure and affordable housing bonds/taxes discussed by 
Council (Attachment D) 
No action taken. 

 
14. Discussion and possible action regarding a site visit to the Pathways facility – 

Commissioner Behm-Steinberg  

HWCAC Special Meeting, 8/31/22, pg. 5 of 30

ATTACHMENT A 



Internal 
Draft Minutes – HWCAC 
June 15, 2022 
Page 3 of 4 
 
 

 

No action taken. 
 

15. Review latest City Council meeting agenda 
No action taken. 
 

16. Announcements 
No action taken. 

17. Future Agenda Items 
Representatives of the Poor election discussion. 
Require community agencies to fully fill out their program reports and add more 
narrative. 
Require the City to have all community agency program and financial reports 
searchable and available on the City’s website. 
Require the City to have all City materials ADA accessible.  
 

Adjournment 
Action: M/S/C (Sood/Lippman) to adjourn at 8:15PM.  
Vote: Ayes – Behm-Steinberg, Bookstein, Lippman, Omodele, Sim, Sood; Noes – 
None; Abstain – None; Absent – None. 
 
Attachments 
A. Draft Minutes of the 5/18/2022 Meeting 
B. City of Berkeley Single Audit  
C. Program and financial reports from East Bay Community Law Center program 
and financial reports 
D. “Berkeley eyeing a big ballot measure in 2022 for streets, affordable housing”, 
Berkeleyside 
 

Review City Council Meeting Agenda at City Clerk Dept. or 
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/citycouncil 

 
Communications 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of the City’s 
electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  Please note: e-mail addresses, names, 
addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City 
board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-mail address 
or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service or in 
person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee.  If you do not want your contact information 
included in the public record, please do not include that information in your communication.  Please contact the 
secretary to the relevant board, commission or committee for further information.  Any writings or documents provided 
to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at 
Housing and Community Services Department located at 2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor. 
 
This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-related accommodation(s) to 
participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the Disability Services specialist at 981-
6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD) at least three business days before the meeting date.  Please refrain from wearing 
scented products to this meeting. 
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Secretary:   
Mary-Claire Katz 
Health, Housing & Community Services Department 
510-981-5414 
mkatz@CityofBerkeley.info  

 
Mailing Address: 
Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 
Mary-Claire Katz, Secretary 
2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
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Health Housing and  
Community Services Department 
Office of the Director 
 

A Vibrant and Healthy Berkeley for All 
 

2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor, Berkeley, CA  94704    Tel: 510. 981.5100    TDD: 510.981.6903    Fax: 510. 981.5450 
E-mail: HHCS@cityofberkeley.info  

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To: Housing Advisory Commission (HAC) 

Human Welfare and Community Action Commission (HWCAC)  
Homeless Services Panel of Experts (HSPE)  

 
From:  Lisa Warhuus, Director, Health, Housing and Community Services 
 
Date:  June 29, 2022 
 
Subject: Recommendation to Extend Community Agency Contracts for One 

Year at Existing Levels and Postpone the Community Agency 
Request for Proposal (RFP) Until FY 2024. 

 
The purpose of this memo is to notify the commissions involved in the City of Berkeley’s 
Community Agency Request for Proposal (RFP) process about staff’s likely 
recommendation to City Council in September 2022 to extend current contracts for one 
year and postpone the next RFP cycle until FY 2024. Commissioners are invited to 
provide feedback on this recommendation at upcoming meetings (see schedule below) 
and to capture commission input in the meeting minutes.  The City also provided this 
memo to community agencies funded through this process to inform them of staff’s 
likely recommendation and the upcoming public meetings. The community agencies will 
also be invited to give feedback on this recommendation through a brief online survey.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Health, Housing and Community Services department (HHCS) recommends that all 
existing community agency contracts under the community agency RFP process be 
extended for one year at the current baseline one-year funding amount, and that the 
four-year Community Agency RFP process be postponed for one fiscal year. This 
extension would apply to all contracts awarded under the FY 2020-2023 RFP. It would 
not include special funds awarded outside of the RFP process. The administration of the 
Community Agency RFP process would be rescheduled to occur in FY 2024, for a 
contract cycle beginning in FY 2025.  
 
KEY CONSIDERATIONS 
There are four main factors prompting this proposal and one significant tradeoff to 
consider.  
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1. Community agencies are recalibrating and stabilizing their operations 
following pandemic disruptions. During COVID-19, many of the City’s non-
profit partners have had to re-configure their service models, while facing critical 
staff and supply shortages. Extending the funding will provide additional time to 
help funded agencies steady and rebuild their operations moving forward. 
 

2. Current performance data is insufficient for guiding future funding 
decisions. Most available agency service and outcome data during COVID-19 
are outside of historical “normal” ranges. This atypical information is of limited 
use for evaluation purposes. By postponing the RFP, City staff and commissions 
would have the benefit of at least a year of relatively standard performance data, 
allowing for better analysis and stronger funding recommendations. 

 
3. HHCS currently lacks the staff capacity to oversee and administer the RFP 

process. Among the department’s many vacancies are two full-time positions 
that are critical to the success of the RFP process. The City’s role in launching 
the RFP process needs to begin no later than September 2022. Due in part to 
the severity of its own staffing shortage, Human Resources is unable to support 
the filling of these positions in time to meet the RFP timelines for fall FY 2022.  
 

4. Postponing the RFP will align the community agency funding with the 
City’s budget process. After adopting a one-year budget in FY 2022, the City 
has gone back to a two-year budget cycle for FY 2023/2024. Aligning the start of 
the new community agency RFP funding cycle with the first year of the 
FY2025/2026 City budget cycle will aid in seamless budget development and 
projections. 

 
There are also potential tradeoffs associated with the postponement, including the 
inability for agencies to request higher funding amounts in response to rising operating 
costs or program expansion. Additionally, agencies that currently do not receive funding 
through this RFP process will have to wait an additional year to apply. Should City 
Council approve this recommendation, it may want to consider one-year funding 
opportunities for some unfunded agencies.   
 
NEXT STEPS 
HHCS welcomes feedback from the commissions involved in the RFP for incorporating 
into the recommendation. Feedback will be collected by an HHCS representative at the 
commission meetings listed below. HHCS’s recommendation will be considered by City 
Council in September 2022.  
 

Commission Meeting Date, Time and Link 
Homeless Services Panel of Experts (HSPE) 7/6/22 at 7 p.m. 

https://berkeleyca.gov/your-
government/boards-

commissions/homeless-services-
panel-experts 

Housing Advisory Commission (HAC) 7/7/22 at 7 p.m. 
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https://berkeleyca.gov/your-
government/boards-

commissions/housing-advisory-
commission 

2020 Vision Commission TBD TBD 
Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 
(HWCAC) 

Date and Time TBD 
https://berkeleyca.gov/your-

government/boards-
commissions/human-welfare-and-

community-action-commission 
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Human Welfare and Community Action Commission (HWCAC) 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099 
E-Mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info  Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager 

ACTION CALENDAR 
 
August 10, 2022 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 

From: Human Welfare and Community Action Commission (HWCAC) 
 

Submitted by:  Praveen Sood, Chair, HWCAC 
 

Subject: Project Wiki for City Staff and contracted agencies to share information. 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
Establish a wiki that allows for nimble information sharing and troubleshooting on major 
projects. 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
 

Recent and continuing experience with the Pathways facility have underscored major 
problems that keep arising in the City regarding one department or agency being 
unaware of what another department or agency is doing on a given project. This results 
in a lack of clarity and transparency, as well as accountability when things go wrong, 
and make the fact that often there is a lack of awareness on the part of the major 
players for who is responsible for what, makes finding the simplest, most cost-effective 
solutions impossible. 
 
We are recommending that the City implement a Wiki system on major projects which 
outlines not only which employee names and contact information for a given project, but 
is updated and sent to interested parties whenever there is a change in plan or 
methodology that could affect the project as a while. The wiki should be updated as 
situations arise, as well as provide a template for future broader future applications 
(such as an overhaul of the coordingted entry system (CES)), which currently has all the 
problems listed by the Chronicle in San Francisco’s CES. We believe that this will 
streamline the process for clients and employees alike, avoid duplication of efforts, and 
expose any gaps in service.  
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Requirements for Non-Profit Service Providers and Transparency of Grant Reports ACTION CALENDAR 
 
 August 10, 2022 
 

Page 2 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS 
None 
 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 
None 
 

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
The City is already struggling to provide basic services for which it is requesting further 
bonds. Having to do the same job multiple times at a greatly increased cost fails clients 
and taxpayers alike, and is another unnecessary source of frustration for already 
overtaxed employees. Better coordination should help alleviate some of thos issues. 
 
CITY MANAGER 
The City Manager has not taken a position on this item 

 
CONTACT PERSON 
Mary-Claire Katz 
City of Berkeley 
Housing and Community Services 
(510) 981-5414 (tel) 
mkatz@ci.berkeley.ca.us 
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COORDINATION BETWEEN INTERNAL DEPARTMENTS AND EXTERNAL 
CONTRACTORS 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Berkeley as follows: 
 
1. The City of Berkeley shall create a wiki system to ensure that city employees and 
contractors on specific projects have a reliable, accurate means of coordinating efforts. 
 

2. Said wiki shall be available to public via the City’s website on demand, without a public 

information request. 

 

Copies of this Ordinance shall be posted for two days prior to adoption in the display 
case located near the walkway in front of the Maudelle Shirek Building, 2134 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Way. Within 15 days of adoption, copies of this Ordinance shall be filed 
at each branch of the Berkeley Public Library and the title shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation. 
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Human Welfare and Community Action Commission (HWCAC) 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099 
E-Mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info  Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager 

ACTION CALENDAR 
 
August 10, 2022 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 

From: Human Welfare and Community Action Commission (HWCAC) 
 

Submitted by:  Praveen Sood, Chair, HWCAC 
 

Subject: Requirements for Contracted Non-Profit Service Providers and Transparency of 
Grant Reports 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
Adopt first reading of an Ordinance to require improved documentation of clients who 
are served and turned down as part of their grant reporting narrative with results posted 
on the City’s website. 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
 

When it comes to agencies serving individual clients, Commissioners in several City 
commissions have received numerous complaints about non-profit service providers not 
providing services which the City has contracted for to eligible clients, and the City 
currently has no mechanism for ensuring that the needs of clients are met. While the 
HWCAC is tasked with reviewing grants, we often have insufficient information to 
assess the relative success or failure of individual programs.  
 
Individual clients often claim that they feel safe reporting problems to commissioners, 
but that they fear reprisals or losing what little services they get if they allow us to use 
their names and dates of alleged incidents, which precludes both us and any agency in 
question from addressing the problem in a constructive way. 
 
As such, we recommend that Council require service providers to expand intake records 
to include a section detailing requested services, as well as reasons for rejection, if 
applicants did not receive requested services. Section should also include commentary 
on actions taken by the agency in either case (services provided or referrals given 
where applicants are rejected).  
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 August 10, 2022 
 

Page 2 

 
These reports would then be summarized on the grant report with minimum effort, and 
duplicate services between agencies, as well as holes in services, could be easily 
assessed and addressed. 
 
Moreover, in the event that there any unmet needs were because of inadequate funding 
and/or staffing, the new records will provide detailed, documentary, data-driven 
evidence that will inform the next funding period, as well as allow agencies to address 
core program procedures in a more nuanced, effective way. It will also allow for better 
oversight of programs that are not currently fully meeting their mandates, and make a 
detailed grant narrative much simpler and less time-consuming to produce. 
 
All agencies contracted by the City of Berkeley shall also post eligibility requirements 
under the 2008 ADAA, so that both employees and clients remain aware of expanded 
eligibility for inclusion in programs. 
 
For providers in the non-profit housing sector, grant reports should not only include 
salary information for executives making above the City median income, but also the 
number of units that were either sold at market rate or rented at market rate to cover 
agency overhead. This will allow the City to see net gains and losses in a given grant 
period of the number of low-income and below units.  
 
This information should be freely available to the public on the City’s website to ensure 
maximum transparency. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS 
None 
 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 
None 
 

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
The City is currently paying for services that are not being rendered to all eligible 
applicants. 

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED 
Several commissioners in a variety of different commissions have already tried 
speaking with non-profit service providers about these issues, without a high degree of 
success. Information regarding these grants, which currently are not overseen in terms 
of actual services rendered, are difficult or impossible to find. 
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CITY MANAGER 
The City Manager has not taken a position on this item 

CONTACT PERSON 
Mary-Claire Katz 
City of Berkeley 
Housing and Community Services 
(510) 981-5414 (tel) 
mkatz@ci.berkeley.ca.us 
 

HWCAC Special Meeting, 8/31/22, pg. 22 of 30

ATTACHMENT E

mailto:mkatz@ci.berkeley.ca.us


 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 3.78.010 
 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR CITY NON-PROFIT SERVICE PROVIDERS AND 
TRANSPARENCY OF SERVICES PROVIDED 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Berkeley as follows: 
 
1. The City of Berkeley’s ATTACHMENT B: REQUIRED CITY OF BERKELEY INTAKE 
ELEMENTS (https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-
02/AttachmentB_RequiredIntakeElementsFY2022.pdf) be updated to include a section detailing 
requested services, as well as reasons for rejection, if applicants did not receive requested 
services. Section should also include commentary on actions taken by the agency in either case 
(services provided or referrals given where applicants are rejected). A summary of those results 
is required as part of the grant reporting narrative and may affect eligibility for future City 
contracts. 
 
2. Failure to serve eligible applicants will be met with a warning, which, if unremedied, may 
result in ineligibility for future City contracts. 
 
3. Grant reporting for any non-profit or for-profit service provider engaged in providing 
affordable housing must provide full accounting of any affordable unit sold or rented at market 
rate to cover overhead costs. 
 
4. Grant reports will be uploaded to the City’s website to ensure maximum transparency. 
 

 
Copies of this Ordinance shall be posted for two days prior to adoption in the display 
case located near the walkway in front of the Maudelle Shirek Building, 2134 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Way. Within 15 days of adoption, copies of this Ordinance shall be filed 
at each branch of the Berkeley Public Library and the title shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation. 
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Human Welfare and Community Action Commission (HWCAC) 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099 
E-Mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info  Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager 

ACTION CALENDAR 
 
August 10, 2022 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 

From: Human Welfare and Community Action Commission (HWCAC) 
 

Submitted by:  Praveen Sood, Chair, HWCAC 
 

Subject: Eligibility for Service as a Representative of the Poor  

RECOMMENDATION  
 
Adopt first reading of an Ordinance to allow Representatives of the Poor to come from 
any location in Berkeley, and requiring them to be in a low-income category. 
 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 

City code currently mandates that six representatives of the poor be included on the commission, 
as follows: 
 
“B. Six of the members shall be representatives of the poor, to be elected two from each of three 
districts as established by the City Council and shown on the map attached hereto, made a part 
hereof and marked "Exhibit A" (see Ch. 3.999). 

C. The community service block grant (CSBG) target area shall comprise the total area from 
which three election districts are drawn. Each district will have approximately equal numbers of 
poverty families utilizing data from the 1980 Census.” 

 
The Commission is responsible for review of CSBG grants, and one of the terms of that 
review is participation of the aforementioned representatives of the poor. 
 
In spite of the best efforts of commission members, the commission is down to a single 
representative of the poor. Moreover, while CSBG grant target areas have traditionally 
been in the current poverty districts, projects such as Project Homekey have shifted 
potential projects to other areas of the City. 
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Whereas participation of representatives of the poor is essential for compliance with the 
terms of grants that the City depends on; and 

Whereas homeless and low-income individuals are now being placed in areas outside 
of the traditional poverty districts; and 
 

Whereas representatives of the poor have been significantly underrepresented on the 
commission, potentially putting City funding at risk; and 

Whereas there are low-income community members residing outside of the poverty 
districts who have an interest in serving in these positions 
 
We recommend that membership as a representative of the poor be opened up to 
community members from anywhere in Berkeley who also qualify as low-income or 
below. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS 
None 
 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 
None 
 

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
The Commission needs a larger pool of potential candidates in order to fill the seats as 
legally mandated. 

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED 
We have already recruited under the current guidelines, without success. There are 
willing low-income participants outside the poverty districts, so this appears to be the 
most logical course of action to ensure that the needs of the poor are represented and 
the City is in compliance with the law. 

CITY MANAGER 
The City Manager has not taken a position on this item 

CONTACT PERSON 
Mary-Claire Katz 
City of Berkeley 
Housing and Community Services 
(510) 981-5414 (tel) 
mkatz@ci.berkeley.ca.us 
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ORDINANCE NO. 3.78.010 
 
 

ELIGIBILITY FOR SERVICE AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE POOR IN THE 
HUMAN WELFARE AND COMMUNITY ACTION COMMISSION 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Berkeley as follows: 
 
Section 1.  That Berkeley Municipal Code Section 3.78.010 sections B and C 
are amended to read as follows: 
 
B. Six of the members shall be representatives of the poor, to be elected two from each of 
three districts as established by the City Council and shown on the map attached 
hereto, made a part hereof and marked "Exhibit A" from below Berkeley median income 
individual residing anywhere within City limits. 
 
C. The community service block grant (CSBG) target area shall comprise the total area 
from which three election districts are drawn. Each district will have approximately equal 
numbers of poverty families utilizing data from the 1980 Census.  The CSBG target area 
is no longer limited to the former poverty districts drawn according to the 1980 census 
because the community of individuals in poverty are now spread into a wider area of the 
community as a result of placement of homeless individuals into residence hotels and 
RV parking, along with other programs, into other geographical areas. 

 
Section [Number. Single-click and type] . Copies of this Ordinance shall be posted for 
two days prior to adoption in the display case located near the walkway in front of the 
Maudelle Shirek Building, 2134 Martin Luther King Jr. Way. Within 15 days of adoption, 
copies of this Ordinance shall be filed at each branch of the Berkeley Public Library and 
the title shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation. 
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Human Welfare and Community Action Commission (HWCAC) 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099 
E-Mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info  Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager 

ACTION CALENDAR 
 
August 10, 2022 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 

From: Human Welfare and Community Action Commission (HWCAC) 
 

Submitted by:  Praveen Sood, Chair, HWCAC 
 

Subject: Accessibility and Availability of Materials on City Website 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
Adopt first reading of an Ordinance to that materials on the City’s website be ADAA 
accessible. 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
 

Currently, many disabled people are unable to fully exercise their rights in the City 
because many of the documents on the City’s website are inaccessible, including blurry 
photocopies which are not readable by screen readers. This is especially difficult for 
people trying to make a positive contribution to the City, including employees who may 
not be able to be fully informed about longstanding issues, as well as Commissioners 
and activists. Requests for accommodation to the appropriate sources have not been 
met on numerous occasions, and it would both save staff a lot of work to fulfill that legal 
requirement and allow private citizens to do necessary research at will. 
 
It also becomes difficult for commissioners to coordinate efforts and collaborate with the 
wider community and with Council when they are unable to attend meetings if said 
meetings are not available to review online. Recorded meetings with a note indicating 
when in the recording a given agenda item comes up, would allow for more fact-based, 
decision-making, as well as giving a broader understanding of the wide variety of needs 
and perspectives that need to be addressed. The automatically captioned transcripts 
offered from the Disabilities Commission do not readily recognize speech impediments 
or accents that aren’t “standard US broadcast English,” rendering them useless.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS 
None 
 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 
None 
 

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
Full participation in the City’s decision-making processes and advocacy for oneself and 
one’s community are fundamental rights of every citizen. Without access to the same 
factual information available to every other citizen, advocacy for all disabled people, buy 
all disabled people becomes impossible. 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED 
We see no alternative to ensuring that every citizen has access to documents and the 
processes by which decisions which directly effect the ability of citizens to live their best 
lives here is available to all. 

CITY MANAGER 
The City Manager has not taken a position on this item 

CONTACT PERSON 
Mary-Claire Katz 
City of Berkeley 
Housing and Community Services 
(510) 981-5414 (tel) 
mkatz@ci.berkeley.ca.us 
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ACCESSIBILITY AND AVAILABILITY OF MATERIALS ON CITY WEBSITE 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Berkeley as follows: 
 
1. The City of Berkeley shall make all materials on it’s website ADAA accessible. 
 
2. All Commission and Committee meetings shall be uploaded to the City’s website, with a note 
indicating where on the recording each agenda item begins. 
 
3. All City contracts, grant reporting, inspection reports, and other business of interest to the 
general public shall be available online to the public without a public information request. 
 

 
Copies of this Ordinance shall be posted for two days prior to adoption in the display 
case located near the walkway in front of the Maudelle Shirek Building, 2134 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Way. Within 15 days of adoption, copies of this Ordinance shall be filed 
at each branch of the Berkeley Public Library and the title shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation. 
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