
 

 

2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor, Berkeley, CA  94704    Tel: 510. 981.5400    TDD: 510.981.6903    Fax: 510. 981.5450 

E-mail: mkatz@CityofBerkeley.info   

Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 

 
AGENDA 

Wednesday, March 23, 2022 
6:30 PM 

 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY 
THROUGH VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE  

Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on 
March 17, 2020, this meeting of the Housing Advisory Commission will be conducted 
exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that 
pursuant to the Executive Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public by 
limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a 
physical meeting location available.  

To access the meeting remotely using the internet: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, 
iPhone, or Android device: Use URL –https://zoom.us/j/4863098496 

If you do not wish for your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop down menu 
and click on "rename" to rename yourself to be anonymous. To request to speak, use 
the “raise hand” icon on the screen. To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-6833 and Enter 
Meeting ID: 486 309 8496. If you wish to comment during the public comment portion 
of the agenda, press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Chair. 

 
Preliminary Matters 

1. Roll Call  
2. Agenda Approval 
3. Public Comment 

 
Update/Action Items 
The Commission may take action related to any subject listed on the agenda, except 
where noted. 
 
Berkeley Community Action Agency Board Business  
 

4. Approve minutes from the 2/16/2022 Regular Meeting (Attachment A) – All 
 

5. Update and approve the 2018-2023 HWCAC Work Plan for submission to City 
Council (Attachment B) – All  

 
6. Review City of Berkeley funded agency Program and Financial reports 

(Attachment C) — Staff  
 

a. J-Sei program and financial reports 
 
Open Items 
 

7. Communication: Vacant Properties (Attachment D) 
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8. Communication: Alta Bates Update (Attachment E) 

 
Other Discussion Items 

 
9. Discussion and possible action on communication to Council regarding Easy 

Does It lapse in services – Commissioner Behm-Steinberg  
 

10. Discuss potential infrastructure and affordable housing bonds/taxes discussed by 
Council (Attachment F) 

 

11. Discussion and possible action regarding a site visit to the Pathways facility – 
Commissioner Behm-Steinberg  

 
12. Subcommittee for prevention and ending of homelessness in Berkeley update 

and possible action on communication to Council – Commissioners Bookstein, 
Lippman, Omodele  
 

13. Subcommittee on Alta Bates update – Commissioners Bookstein, Omodele 
 

14. Review latest City Council meeting agenda 
 

15. Announcements 

16. Future Agenda Items 

 
Adjournment 
 
 
Attachments 
A. Draft Minutes of the 2/16/2022 Meeting 
B. Draft 2018-2023 HWCAC Work Plan 
C. Program and financial reports from J-Sei 
D. Communication: Vacant Properties  
E. Communication: Alta Bates Update  
F.  “Berkeley eyeing a big ballot measure in 2022 for streets, affordable housing”, 
Berkeleyside 
 

Review City Council Meeting Agenda at City Clerk Dept. or 
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/citycouncil 

 
Communications 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of the City’s 
electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  Please note: e-mail addresses, names, 
addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City 
board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-mail address 
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or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service or in 
person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee.  If you do not want your contact information 
included in the public record, please do not include that information in your communication.  Please contact the 
secretary to the relevant board, commission or committee for further information.  Any writings or documents provided 
to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at 
Housing and Community Services Department located at 2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor. 
 
This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-related accommodation(s) to 
participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the Disability Services specialist at 981-
6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD) at least three business days before the meeting date.  Please refrain from wearing 
scented products to this meeting. 
 
Secretary:   
Mary-Claire Katz 
Health, Housing & Community Services Department 
510-981-5414 
mkatz@CityofBerkeley.info  

 
Mailing Address: 
Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 
Mary-Claire Katz, Secretary 
2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
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2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor, Berkeley, CA  94704    Tel: 510. 981.5400    TDD: 510.981.6903    Fax: 510. 981.5450 

E-mail: mkatz@CityofBerkeley.info   

Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2022 
6:30 PM 

 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY 
THROUGH VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE  

Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on 
March 17, 2020, this meeting of the Housing Advisory Commission will be conducted 
exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference. Please be advised that 
pursuant to the Executive Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public by 
limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a 
physical meeting location available.  

To access the meeting remotely using the internet: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, 
iPhone, or Android device: Use URL –https://zoom.us/j/4863098496 

If you do not wish for your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop down menu 
and click on "rename" to rename yourself to be anonymous. To request to speak, use 
the “raise hand” icon on the screen. To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-6833 and Enter 
Meeting ID: 486 309 8496. If you wish to comment during the public comment portion 
of the agenda, press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Chair. 

 
Preliminary Matters 

1. Roll Call  
Present: Behm-Steinberg, Bookstein, Omodele, Sood, Sim, Lippman 
Absent: None. 

  Quorum: 4 (Attended: 6) 
  Staff Present: Mary-Claire Katz 
  Public Present: Adrionna Susana Cuevas 

 
2. Agenda Approval 

Action: M/S/C (Sood/Behm-Steinberg) to discuss items 9, 13 and 14 as one item 
and to discuss this revised item before item number 7; and, to discuss item 
number 16 after item number 9. 
Vote: Ayes – Behm-Steinberg, Bookstein, Lippman, Omodele, Sood, Sim; Noes 
– None; Abstain – None; Absent – None. 
 

3. Public Comment 
None 

 
Update/Action Items 
The Commission may take action related to any subject listed on the agenda, except 
where noted. 
 
Berkeley Community Action Agency Board Business  
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4. Approve minutes from the 1/19/2022 Regular Meeting (Attachment A) – All 
Action: M/S/C (Sood/Behm-Steinberg) to approve the 1/19/22 minutes with 
edits. 
Vote: Ayes – Behm-Steinberg, Bookstein, Lippman, Omodele, Sood, Sim; Noes 
– None; Abstain – None; Absent – None. 

 
5. Review City of Berkeley funded agency Program and Financial reports 

(Attachment B) — Staff  
 

a. LifeLong Medical Care program and financial reports 
Commissioners review the program and financial reports for LifeLong 
Medical Care. Behm-Steinberg asks if LifeLong subsidizes people who 
live outside of Berkeley. 

 
Open Items 
 

6. Communication: Vacant Properties (Attachment C) 
Commission secretary will follow up on this communication. 

 
7. Communication: Alta Bates Update (Attachment D) 

Commission secretary will follow up on this communication. 
 
Other Discussion Items 

 
8. Discussion and possible action on communication to Council regarding Easy 

Does It lapse in services – Commissioner Behm-Steinberg  
Continued to next meeting. 

 
9. Discuss current state of homelessness in Berkeley (Attachment E) – 

Commissioner Omodele 
This item is combined with items 13 and 14. 
 

10. Discuss Berkeley air quality – Commissioner Bookstein 
Continued to next meeting. 
 

11. Discuss potential infrastructure and affordable housing bonds/taxes discussed by 
Council (Attachment F) 
Behm-Steinberg discusses Measure O interest rate and debt service and an upcoming 
bond. Behm-Steinberg asks if funds not spent roll over into General Fund. Behm-
Steinberg discusses writing a recommendation from the commission to Council against 
the upcoming bond. Behm-Steinberg requests a City staff member to come to a 
commission meeting to discuss the City bond process. Behm-Steinberg discusses 
holding a special meeting if necessary before the bond measure is passed. 
 

12. Discussion and possible action regarding a site visit to the Pathways facility – 
Commissioner Behm-Steinberg  
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Behm-Steinberg discusses a Pathways ADA update including communication 
with City staff and scheduling a site visit. Behm-Steinberg will bring a draft letter 
to Council regarding Pathways to the next meeting. 
 

13. Updates on City matters on the topic of homelessness – Commissioner Behm-
Steinberg 
This item is combined with items 9 and 14. 
 

14. Subcommittee for prevention and ending of homelessness in Berkeley update 
This item is combined with items 9 and 13. Bookstein, Lippman and Omodele 
met and plan to provide a report to the commission at future meeting. They 
discuss a Council meeting discussion regarding homelessness and 
encampments. Omodele discusses putting pressure on Council and the City 
Manager to do something to address homelessness in Berkeley. Lippman says 
to first evaluate work that the City has done so far. Lippman wants the 
subcommittee to draft a list of questions about the work and the solutions to 
homelessness that the City has done so far.  
 

15. Subcommittee on Alta Bates update  
Omodele discusses a Council closed session on the topic of Alta Bates. 

 
Action: M/S/C (Sood/Bookstein) to extend the meeting to 8:35 PM. 
Vote: Ayes – Behm-Steinberg, Bookstein, Lippman, Omodele, Sood, Sim; Noes 
– None; Abstain – None; Absent – None. 
 

16. Discussion and possible action regarding death of arrested individual – 
Commissioner Lippman 
Lippman discusses an article in Berkeleyside on this topic. Lippman asks why the 
individual did not receive medical care. Lippman says that the Police 
Accountability Board opened an investigation of this case as a policy 
investigation. Lippman discusses general order policy 900, which is temporary 
custody of adults, on the Police Accountability Board website. Sood asks if this 
topic is part of the HWCAC purview. Bookstein and Sim will work on letter 
regarding this topic to present at the next meeting.  
 

17. Review latest City Council meeting agenda 
Continued to next meeting. 
 

18. Announcements 
None. 
 

19. Future Agenda Items 
HWCAC Work Plan. 
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Adjournment 
Action: M/S/C (Lippman/Omodele) to adjourn at 8:35 PM. 
Vote: Ayes – Behm-Steinberg, Bookstein, Lippman, Omodele, Sood, Sim; Noes – 
None; Abstain – None; Absent – None. 
 
Attachments 
A. Draft Minutes of the 1/19/2022 Meeting 
B. Program and financial reports from LifeLong 
C. Communication: Vacant Properties  
D. Communication: Alta Bates Update  
E. Path to End Homelessness Report, 9/25/2018 
F. “Berkeley eyeing a big ballot measure in 2022 for streets, affordable housing”, 
Berkeleyside 
G. 2022 HWCAC Meeting Calendar 
 
 

Review City Council Meeting Agenda at City Clerk Dept. or 
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/citycouncil 

 
 

 
Communications 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of the City’s 
electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  Please note: e-mail addresses, names, 
addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City 
board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-mail address 
or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service or in 
person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee.  If you do not want your contact information 
included in the public record, please do not include that information in your communication.  Please contact the 
secretary to the relevant board, commission or committee for further information.  Any writings or documents provided 
to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at 
Housing and Community Services Department located at 2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor. 
 
This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-related accommodation(s) to 
participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the Disability Services specialist at 981-
6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD) at least three business days before the meeting date.  Please refrain from wearing 
scented products to this meeting. 
 
Secretary:   
Mary-Claire Katz 
Health, Housing & Community Services Department 
510-981-5414 
mkatz@CityofBerkeley.info  

 
Mailing Address: 
Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 
Mary-Claire Katz, Secretary 
2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
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Human Welfare and Community  
Action Commission 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099 
E-Mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info  Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager 

2018-2023 STRATEGIC PLAN 

 

Vision 

Eradicate persistent poverty in the city of Berkeley by offering residents the services 

they require for a decent life while offering a path to economic stability. 

 

Mission 

Provide city council with recommendations to support a fully integrated system of 

community services and policies that provide low income residents of Berkeley, with the 

following: (A) Responsive, caring, and effective community services that provide basic 

human needs, including, but not limited to, the core services; (B) Opportunities for 

employment that provide a living wage and offer future growth; (C) Opportunities to 

continuously build an asset and skills base that can lead to greater economic stability. 

 

Core Services to be provided by City and/or Agencies 

1. Access to nutritious food/Food Security 

2. Housing/Housing stability 

3. Healthcare (Including Mental health services) 

4. Childcare 

5. Transportation 

6. Services for the Disabled 

7. Computer and Internet Access 

8. Legal Services 

9. Skills Training 

10. Job/Opportunity Development  

11. Banking Services 

12. Money Management 
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Target Populations 

1. General Funds: Low income( Defined as 20 to 60% of AMI.) households that own 

or rent within the City of Berkeley.  

2. CSBG Funds: Households that own or rent within the City of Berkeley whose 

household income is 125% or less of the poverty level. 

 

Objectives 

1. Increase engagement with community to understand needs 

2. Increase the number of low income commissioners serving on the HWCAC. 

3. Show an improvement in living conditions of target population through the 

following:  

a. Increase in people with access to regular meals 

b. Increase in people with access to healthcare 

c. Increase in people with stable housing 

d. Increase in median household income  

e. Increase In long term employment rates  

f. Increase in median savings or net worth  

g. Increase in education levels attained 

4. Reduce number of households in target populations from Y1 baseline within 5 

years 

5. Create partnerships with other commissions and city agencies to find ways to 

increase services and leverage resources 

6. Maintain a high approval rate on all agency and city services 

 

Strategies 

1. Establish baseline metrics and mechanisms for gathering those metrics on a 

regular basis 

2. Use feedback and data to determine Core Service priorities before each funding 

cycle 

3. Collaborate with other commissions on policy and recommendations 

4. Monitor all council activities that may affect target populations and determine a 

response 
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5. Develop agency events or other programs that enhance collaboration and 

knowledge sharing 

6. Keep up strategic plan up to date 

 

Action Plan 

1. Develop feedback mechanisms from community, agencies, and city staff on 

services currently provided and needed 

a. Develop a questionnaire aimed at gathering information on services 

needed and provided 

b. Carry out “listening booth” meetings at locations that can yield good 

information and/or carry out a semiannual community meeting to discuss 

needs 

c. Bring in community experts to discuss and educate commissioners on 

agenda topics as required 

d. Carry out regular meetings with agencies and city teams providing 

services regarding quality services 

e. Work with staff to implement a survey form for agency clients to complete 

and submit 

 

2. Commissioner Engagement 

a. Find ways to recruit more low income members of the community into the 

commission 

b. Strive to keep agenda focused and relevant 

c. Keep all commissioners engaged and participating by encouraging them 

to take on tasks and to bring forward recommendations 

d. Establish call-in meeting procedures 

 

3. Metrics 

a. Determine number of households that currently are in the target 

populations 

b. Develop a map to determine where these households are located  

c. locate sources for additional metrics per objectives 

 

4. Stay informed on Council activities 
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a. Appoint commissioners on a monthly rotating basis to examine council 

agenda and come back to group with relevant items 

b. Add relevant items to meeting agenda to help ensure that they get 

discussed 

c. Formally determine a no action/action (communication or 

recommendation) from commission on agenda items 

 

5. Agency Reviews 

a. Look at implementing an annual meeting with agencies to discuss their 

programs  and best practices 

b. Review existing agency reports and provide staff with ideas on ways that 

could help provide additional information 

c. Review all agency reports annually and work with city staff to carry out site 

visits at least once every funding cycle 

d. Look for alternative sources of funding to help support agencies and staff 

6. Carry out an annual planning meeting in October each year to discuss the 

following  items 

a. Review of accomplishments for current year 

b. Discuss commission priorities for the coming year 

c. Review community services to ensure that community needs are being 

met 

d. Review any recommendations for changes to commission bylaws 

e. Discuss any updates to work/strategic plan  

 

7. Working with other commissions 

a. Establish liaisons for other commissions 

b. Find ways to bring other commissions into council recommendations 

c. Share information with other commissions as needed 
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Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 

 Communication 
January 10, 2022

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Human Welfare and Community Action Commission (HWCAC) 

Submitted by:  Praveen Sood, Chairperson, HWCAC 

Subject: Companion Report: Assessment of Vacant Properties 

Thank you for your help with the attached item. The HWCAC is looking to see if Council 

could help provide feedback on the City Manager's recommendation to refer this item to 

Council's process for setting priorities for measure O funds. The original item was on 

Council's agenda on 2/19/2019, and no additional steps or actions have been 

communicated since that time. We believe that the actions described in the original 

recommendation would still be useful as another tool to help the City with its goal of 

increasing the supply of affordable housing. As such, we would appreciate any 

additional information/feedback on possible next steps. 

Thank you for your time. 

Praveen Sood, Chair  
Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099 
E-mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info  Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager

Attachments:

1. Companion Report: Assessment of Vacant Properties, 2/19/2019
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Office of the City Manager

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099
E-mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info  Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager

ACTION CALENDAR
February 19, 2019

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager

Submitted by: Kelly Wallace, Interim Director, Health, Housing & Community Services

Subject: Companion Report: Assessment of Vacant Properties 

RECOMMENDATION
Refer the issue of vacant housing units to Council’s process for setting priorities for 
Measure O funds. 

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
Fiscal impacts will depend on what action Council chooses. It is also likely that some 
property owners would require financial support from the City in order to bring their 
vacant units onto the market.  

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
The Human Welfare and Community Action Commission (HWCAC) recommended that 
the Council direct the City Manager develop a plan to locate 3,754 vacant housing units 
identified in the City’s Fiscal Years 2018 & 2019 Adopted Biennial Budget. The HWCAC 
proposed this as a short-term strategy to bring properties onto the market and boost the 
supply of available rental properties in Berkeley. Maximizing the use of Berkeley’s 
existing housing stock is in concept an efficient way to make more housing available, 
and the specific task proposed by the HWCAC is complex.

The identification and assessment of all of Berkeley’s vacant apartments, an inventory 
which changes daily, would be time-intensive, and is beyond the scope and capacity of 
the current housing staff. Staff would need to dedicate a significant amount of time to 
undertake a survey of Berkeley multifamily properties to determine how many units are 
currently vacant, and to assess what each unit or property owner needs in order for 
those units to come onto the market. Staff would need to interview property owners 
regarding vacancies, assess property conditions, undertake title research, and generally 
spend a significant amount of time assessing barriers to occupancy. In addition to 
housing staff, the City Attorney’s Office would likely need to evaluate the tools available 
to City staff for encouraging full occupancy. Since these housing units are privately 
owned, those tools would be limited to acquiring properties or supporting another 
organization to acquire them from willing owners, or making loans to willing owners.  
Because this would likely require the addition of new staff, this proposed strategy should 
be considered by Council as they establish Measure O priorities.
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Companion Report: Assessment of Vacant Properties ACTION CALENDAR
February 19, 2019

In the past six months, the City has taken action to encourage occupancy of vacant 
units. On July 24, 2018, Council adopted the second reading of Ordinance No. 7,622-
N.S. that amended the Berkeley Municipal code to specify that residential buildings that 
are vacant for more than 120 consecutive days could be declared an unlawful nuisance 
if they also meet one of five other conditions of blight. The intent of the ordinance is to 
both reduce blight and encourage property owners to bring their vacant buildings back 
onto the market.  

In addition, on October 16, 2018, Council adopted Resolution No. 68,624-N.S. to 
approve a $50,000 grant to support Bay Area Community Land Trust’s (BACLT) 
capacity building efforts in relation to the City’s new Small Sites Program. BACLT will 
use the funds to support increased staffing, and to identify prospective properties for the 
Small Sites Program, which could include small, multifamily rental properties that are 
vacant. 

BACKGROUND
Some level of vacancy is always present in a housing market. The 2015 American 
Community Survey (ACS) estimate listed in the City’s budget report represents a point 
in time count of vacant housing units in Berkeley. The 2017 ACS estimated 3,622 
vacant housing units in Berkeley, or about 7.4% of the total housing stock.  This number 
represents individual vacant units, not vacant buildings.  Some vacancy is normal in the 
housing market, and based on ACS data Berkeley’s rate is on par with statewide (7.9%) 
and inner Bay Area trends (8.1% in San Francisco and 5.8% in Oakland).  

The reasons properties are vacant at any given point are varied and complicated. ACS 
reported that about half (1,761) of Berkeley’s housing units were vacant for one of the 
following typical market reasons:  

o The property was actively listed for rent;
o The property was rented, but not currently occupied;
o The property was for sale;
o The property was sold, but not currently occupied; and
o The property was vacant, and only occupied seasonally or recreationally.

The remaining 1,861 housing units were vacant for other reasons not listed, but could 
be attributed to various factors. Owners may be preparing for sale or working on 
renovations between tenants. Sometimes properties are acquired by groups of heirs 
who are unable to organize to operate a property.  

Approximately 84% of Berkeley’s housing units are in buildings with fewer than 20 units.  
In a 10 unit building, one vacant unit under renovation between tenants translates to 
10% vacancy. In addition, small, family property owners may take longer than property 
management companies to renovate units at tenant turnover, because of their capacity 
for managing contractors, ability to pay, or other reasons. 
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Companion Report: Assessment of Vacant Properties ACTION CALENDAR
February 19, 2019

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
There are no identifiable environmental effects or opportunities associated with the 
subject of this report.

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
Berkeley’s current vacancy rate is similar to most housing markets. The vacant housing 
units are owned by private owners and are scattered in buildings across the City. In 
most cases, the City’s remedies for vacant units are limited to supporting sale or 
rehabilitation by a willing owner and identifying those units will require a commitment of 
staff time. For this reason, the City should consider the HWCAC’s recommendation in 
the context of Measure O priorities.    

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
The issue of vacant housing units could be incorporated into to Council’s referral 
prioritization process or the Housing Action Plan. 

CONTACT PERSON
Jenny Wyant, Community Development Project Coordinator, HHCS, (510) 981-5228
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Human Welfare and Community 
Action Commission

2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor, Berkeley, CA  94704    Tel: 510. 981.5400    TDD: 510.981.6903    Fax: 510. 981.5450 

Communication 
November 19, 2021

To: 

From: 

Submitted by: 

Subject: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Human Welfare Community Action Commission (HWCAC) 

Praveen Sood, Chair, HWCAC 

Communication Regarding Alta Bates

When lives are on the line, there is no excuse to close the hospital - Mayor Jesse Arreguín https://
www.dailycal.org/2019/11/22/to-save-lives-alta-bates-must-be-saved/

Dear Mayor Arreguín and Berkeley City Councilmembers,

We, the Commissioners on HWCAC, are encouraged to know that the City's position, namely that 
Alta Bates must remain open as a fully functioning hospital, remains unchanged. We are happy to 
know, based on the information Remi Omodele gathered recently from Councilmember Sophie 
Hahn and Ms. Jacquelyn McCormick, that the City is working arduously to realize this goal. We 
recommend your position and efforts, and wish you success. You and Berkeley deserve no less.

The purpose of this letter is to ask you to kindly inform us of your current actions and specific 
progress. It was recently announced that UC Berkeley made "a commitment to work with the City 
around the closure of Alta Bates Hospital", but the details of the commitment were not released. 
We are also concerned that the frequent campaigns and other forms of activism the City 
witnessed a couple of years ago (in favor of keeping Alta Bates open beyond 2030) have stalled 
completely, and all is eerily quiet.
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We are concerned about this quiet. Unless the threat to shut down the hospital in 2030 has 
been lifted completely, we believe that Berkeley should return to the aforementioned 
campaigns. Knowing Sutter's reputation for closing down local hospitals (as Sen Skinner said 
repeatedly in 2017), we cannot afford to remain quiet. HWCAC is willing and able to speak out, 
but we need the information only you can provide in order to mobilize our communities to save 
Alta Bates. 

In addition to a written response, we would also appreciate a visit from the offices of the City 
Manager and the Mayor. Again, we thank you for all you do, and look forward to hearing from 
you.

Sincerely, 
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