
Susan Wengraf
Councilmember District 6
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E-Mail: swengraf@cityofberkeley.info 

CONSENT CALENDAR
November 15, 2022

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Councilmember Wengraf, Councilmember Bartlett, and Councilmember Hahn

Subject: The Berkeley Baby Book Project: Relinquishment of Council Office Budget Funds 
from General Funds and Grant of Such Funds

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution approving the expenditure of an amount not to exceed $125 per 
Councilmember, including $125 from Councilmember Wengraf, to support the Berkeley 
Baby Book Project, a non-profit, with funds relinquished to the City’s general fund. The 
relinquishment of funds from Councilmember Wengraf and all other Councilmembers 
who would like to contribute, will provide books to Berkeley children aged 0-5 years. 
The books are delivered by USPS and addressed to the child who owns them at no cost 
to their family. $125 covers one book delivered to one child every month for 5 years. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
No General Fund impacts

BACKGROUND
Research shows that the presence of a generous number of books in the home of a 
young child is, by itself, a surprisingly strong indicator of later education level 
attainment, outweighing correlations to income and parent education. Frequent book 
sharing with babies is the best way to nurture roots of literacy. Ownership makes that 
easy. 

Literacy is a cornerstone of social justice and equality. Without it, full access to and 
participation in the programs, movements and institutions that shape our culture and 
society is hindered.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
No impact

CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Wengraf Council District 6 510-981-7160

Attachments: 
1: Resolution
2: Berkeley Baby Book Project Letter 
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.

AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF SURPLUS FUNDS FROM THE OFFICE 
EXPENSE ACCOUNTS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS FOR A GRANT 

TO PROVIDE FUNDING TO THE BERKELEY BABY BOOK PROJECT

WHEREAS, Councilmember Susan Wengraf has surplus funds in her office expenditure 
account and will contribute $125.00 and invites other Councilmembers to join her in 
contributing; and

WHEREAS, a California non-profit tax-exempt corporation, The Berkeley Baby Book 
Project, will receive funds in an amount up to $125.00 per contributing Councilmember’s 
discretionary account; and

WHEREAS, the provision of such services would fulfill the municipal public purpose of 
providing a generous number of books to children aged 0-5 to read and have as their 
own; and 

WHEREAS, research shows that books in a young child’s home is a surprisingly strong 
indicator of later education level attainment, outweighing correlations to income and 
parent education. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that funds 
relinquished by the Mayor and Councilmembers from their Council Office Budget, up to 
$125 per office, shall be granted to The Berkeley Baby Book Project.
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