
 Office of the Mayor

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7100 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7199
E-Mail: Mayor@cityofberkeley.info

CONSENT CALENDAR
June 1, 2021 

To: Members of the City Council

From: Mayor Jesse Arreguín, Councilmember Kate Harrison, Councilmember 
Susan Wengraf, and Councilmember Sophie Hahn

Subject: Budget Referral: Phase 2 of Civic Center District Visioning  

RECOMMENDATION
Refer to the Fiscal Year 2022 Budget process $200,000 in General Fund revenues for 
Phase 2 of planning for the Civic Center Visioning Project. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
$200,000 in General Fund revenues. Funding sources could include excess property 
transfer tax revenues which per Council Budget policy go into the Capital Improvement 
Fund and must be prioritized for one-time expenses. 

BACKGROUND
After a robust community process, on September 22, 2020, the Berkeley City Council 
adopted Resolution No. 69,579-N.S. approving Berkeley’s Civic Center Visioning and 
Implementation Plan and striking reference to any preferred design concept. Approval of 
the Civic Center Visioning Plan was the first step in a multi-year process to develop a 
design concept and implementation plan for rehabilitating Old City Hall, the Veterans 
Memorial Building and Civic Center Park to meet seismic retrofit standards and reflect 
community priorities for open space, performance space, recreation, historic 
preservation, arts and culture and economic development. During Council discussion, 
there was a commitment to engage the community in evaluating design alternatives and 
developing a preferred design concept for future planning. 

Funding is now needed for additional public process, planning and design to develop a 
preferred design concept and a funding plan. This item requests $200,000 for additional 
planning and design with the goal of developing a design concept for the Civic Center 
District, based on input from the community, city commissions and City Council. 

CONTACT PERSON
Jesse Arreguín, Mayor, 510-981-7100

Attachments:
1. Resolution No. 69,579-N.S. “APPROVING BERKELEY’S CIVIC CENTER 
VISION AND IMPLEMENTATION PLAN”
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