
Office of the City Manager
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CONSENT CALENDAR
July 28, 2020

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager

Submitted by: Liam Garland, Director, Public Works Department

Subject: Lease Agreement: 1001 University Avenue with The Berkeley Food Network

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt first reading of an Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to execute a 
retroactive lease agreement with The Berkeley Food Network to use the City property at 
1001 University Avenue for a three-year lease term with an option to extend for two 
additional one-year terms.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
The monthly rent for this three-year lease agreement will be one dollar ($1.00). In 
exchange for favorable rent, the Berkeley Food Network (BFN) will take full 
responsibility for all maintenance and utility costs at 1001 University Avenue, the 
warehouse building owned by the City of Berkeley (“City”) located at University Avenue 
Center, the former Premier Cru site. In addition, BFN will 1) complete improvements to 
the building described in Exhibit C of the lease, at an estimated cost of $80,000 and 2) 
submit an annual report detailing BFN’s statistics serving City of Berkeley community 
members. The report will include at minimum the following information: a) pounds of 
food distributed in the City of Berkeley, number of individuals served in Berkeley, 
amount of food received by program participants, and value of food distributed. 
Revenue from this lease will be deposited in the General Fund, revenue budget code 
011-54-624-702-0000-000-000-461110-.

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
The warehouse building at 1001 University Avenue initially served as the location for the 
City’s 2017-18 Winter Shelter beginning in December 2017. In May of 2018 the City 
issued an RFP seeking proposals from for-profit, non-profit, governmental and 
nongovernmental agencies interested in leasing all or part of 1001 and 1011 University 
Avenue. BFN was selected as one of three organizations offered the spaces.  Prior to 
final determination of shared occupancy of the spaces, BFN requested to be allowed to 
move into 1001 University by March 1, 2019. A six-month license agreement was 
approved by the City Manager in February of 2019 with a term ending August 31, 2019. 
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Staff envisioned the six-months would be used to finalize occupants for the spaces and 
negotiate leases to be submitted to City Council for a start date of September 1, 2019. 
The retail-commercial building at 1011 University Avenue, initially considered an ideal 
location for an interim City Council Chamber was ultimately approved for use as 
temporary office and program space for City staff displaced by Measure T1 Bond 
projects. The space is currently occupied by Meals on Wheels, Black Infant Health, and 
other Health, Housing and Community Service Department programs displaced by 
renovation of the North Berkeley Senior Center. That project’s budget included 
allocation of funds for relocating staff. After a thorough market search for space, 1011 
University at a rate of $1 per square foot per month, proved to be the most beneficial in 
meeting current City needs.

Since March 1, 2019, BFN has operated and plans to continue to operate a food rescue 
and distribution center from the warehouse at 1001 University Avenue should City 
Council authorize the City Manager to sign the lease. If approved, the lease’s 
retroactive start date will be September 1, 2019 for a term of three (3) years terminating 
August 31, 2022 with two (2) one-year options to extend. The lease rate is $1.00 per 
month. BFN is responsible for payment of all utilities. 

BACKGROUND
On March 28, 2017 City Council adopted an Ordinance authorizing the acquisition of 
1001, 1007, and 1011 University and 1925 Ninth Street (University Avenue Center, 
“UAC”) as a site for future redevelopment into substantially below market rate housing.  
Bauman Culinary College was a tenant at the time of purchase and has the option to 
occupy 1007 University Avenue (a historic building) until 2031.1001 University Avenue 
(a warehouse) and 1011 University Avenue (a retail-commercial space) were both 
unoccupied at the time of purchase. The City Manager directed City staff to use or 
publicly lease the two buildings for at least three (3) years but no more than five (5) 
years, at which time plans and permits for redevelopment as housing should be 
complete or, at minimum, a more time-certain timeline for redevelopment or sale of the 
property would be complete. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
The Berkeley Food Network program rescues viable food by diverting it from the waste 
stream and distributing it to those in need of food in Berkeley and throughout Alameda 
County. 

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
Lease of City owned property to a non-profit organization promoting food rescue and 
distribution supports City of Berkeley program goals and its most vulnerable community 
members directly.  This lease’s term supports City Manager direction to lease until plans 
and permits for redevelopment as low-income housing are substantially complete.
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ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
None.

CONTACT PERSON
Dionne Early, Community Development Project Coordinator, Department of Public 
Works, (510) 981-6453

Attachments: 
1: Ordinance

Exhibit A: Lease
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ORDINANCE NO.       -N.S.

LEASE: 1001 UNIVERSITY AVENUE WAREHOUSE TO THE BERKELEY FOOD 
NETWORK

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Berkeley as follows:

Section 1.  FINDINGS:
The warehouse located in University Avenue Center (“UAC”), owned by the City of 
Berkeley and consisting of two parcels with three buildings and an additional parcel with 
a surface parking lot. UAC is located on the northern side of University Avenue between 
Ninth Street and Tenth Street. The warehouse address is 1001 University Avenue and 
shares a parcel with 1007 University Avenue, the Mobilized Women of Berkeley City 
Landmark building (currently Bauman College) on the northeasterly corner of University 
Avenue and Ninth Street. The entrance is located at the rear of the building from the 
parking lot (1925 Ninth Street). The door fronting on University Avenue is a fire exit only. 
The loading dock fronts on Ninth Street. The warehouse is approximately 9,625 square 
feet of rentable space with two floors of offices, one ADA compliant restroom, two storage 
rooms, one enclosed trash room, and a loading dock. The Berkeley Food Network plans 
to continue operating a food rescue and distribution center which it has been operating 
from this location since March 1, 2019. 

Section 2.  AUTHORIZATION FOR CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO LEASE AT 1001 
University Avenue, Berkeley, California.

The City Manager is hereby authorized to enter into a three (3)-year lease agreement 
with the option for two (2), 1-year extensions with The Berkeley Food Network for real 
property located at 1001 University Avenue, Berkeley, California.  Such lease shall be on 
substantially the terms set forth in Exhibit A.

Section 3. Copies of this Ordinance shall be posted for two days prior to adoption in the 
display case located near the walkway in front of the Maudelle Shirek Building, 2134 
Martin Luther King Jr. Way. Within 15 days of adoption, copies of this Ordinance shall be 
filed at each branch of the Berkeley Public Library and the title shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation.

Exhibits 
A: Lease
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